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OBSERVATIONS 



CAMBRIDGE, NORFOLK, 



SECTION I. 



T^HE following remarks were the refult of 
"*" a hafty tour through EfTcx, Suffolk, and 
Norfolk. The principal view indeed of this 
journey, was to examine Lord Orford's piftures 
at Houghton-hall ; which I mention as an 
apology for dwelling fo long on fo difpropor- 
tioned a part. 



The Efiex road, as we leave London, makes 
a fliort turn from Clapton to Lea-bridge; 
beyond which it croffes the meadows in a 
direct line, and cuts at right angles a woody 
horizon, confifting of a diftant view of Epping- 
foreff. The meadows arc flat, and the Lea, of 
B courfe. 
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courfe, is fluggifh. Little beauty can refuk 
either from one, or the other. 

From hence the road leads into clofe lanes ; 
and the country continuing flat, feldom opens 
into a diftance. Wherever an opening prefents 
itfelfy it is crpuded with buildings, which are 
the fatiguing objefts in every part of the en- 
virons of London. So great a number of 
them, inftead of adorning landfcape, diflraft 
the eye, and deftroy all idea of unity. One 
objeft, or two, in a view, is fufficient \ but not 
filch as we meet with here. 



Eppjng-foreft is in many parts little better 
than a barren heath. About Snarefbrook we 
found it wild, woody, ind pi6hirefque. 



Lord Tilney's at Wanfted, built by Colin 
Campbell, perhaps of all the great houfes in 
England, anfwers beft the united purpofes of 
grandeur, and convenience. The plan is Am- 
ple, but magnificent. The front extends two 
hundred, and fixty feet. A hall, and a faloon 
occupy the body of the houle, forming the cen- 
ter of each front. From thefe run a double 

' row 



row of chambers. Nothing can exceed their 
convenience. They communicate in one grand 
fuit ; and yet each, by the addition of a back 

ftair, becomes a feparate apartment. It is 

difficult to fay, whether we are better pleafed 
with the grandeur and elegance without ; or 
with the fimpHcity, and contrivance within. 

The chambers are fumiflied to profufion 
with velvets, embroidery, and tapeftry: but 
there are no pictures worth looking at > and yet 
there is the affeftation of a large colle6lion. 
Some indifferent hand has produced a great 
variety of copies from Rembrant, Guido, and 
other mafters ; but they are of little value. 
Here alfo are feveral of Panini's crouded ruins ; 
and in the hall, and eating-parlour, many hif- 
tories by CaffaU. Coriolanus is a tolerable 
pi6ture; but, in general, they confift of bad 
figures, injudicious grouping, and gawdy 
colouring. In the ball-room is a good Poitia 
by Skalken. 

It is not eafy to avoid fuch an opportunity of 
remarking the abfurdity of adorning a noble 
houfe with tawdry piflures. The genuine 
works of capital mafters, however indifferent, 
have a kind of clallical autliority ftamped upon 
them ; and if they diipleafe one connoilTeur, may 
B 2 pleafe 
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pleafe another. Parts in all of them we m^ 
^ admire ; and if there is nothing elfe to pleafe, 
we may be amufed with examining the mode of 
execution in each- Pi6hires alfo, by inferior? 
mafters, are often excellent; and may adorn a 
great hoiife with propriety. We fhould wifh 
them however to be original. But paltry paint- 
ing, whether original or copied, like paltry 
poetry, is diigufting- Horace's rule is admira- 
ble in alhmatters oftq/ie. 

Ut gtatas inter menfas fyinphonia difcors, 
Et craffum unguentuxn, & Saiido cum melle papaver 
i Ofiendunt ; poterat duci quia coena fine ifUs : 
Sic animis natum, inveiitumque poema juvandis. 
Si paulum fummo difceffit^ vergit ad imum. 

There are fome things (as I fhould tranflate 
this paffage) which are abfoliitely neceflary; 
and which therefore we muji have ; and there are 
other things which are merely ornamental ; and 
which we need net have. In the former, we 
difpenfe with perfe6lion : but in the latter, we 
muft either have perfeftion or Ibmething very 
like it : becaufe the end of ornament is to pleafe ; 
and if it fail in this, it does nothing. A man 
muJi have a dinner, for inftance, and tho homely, 
his appetite gives it a relifti. But when a 
toan proceeds to treat his company at dinner 

with 
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with a band of miifick, unlefs It be good, he had 
better omit it. Thus a man mujl have a houfe ; 
and tho his houfe be not in elegant tafte j yet 
ftill it is a valuable accommodation. But if he 
proceed to ornament his hoiife ; unlefs his orna- 
ments are elegant, his houfe is better without 
themj 

poterat diici qisia eana fine iftii. 

We may add, that paltry copies from great 
mafters take from the dignity of a noble 
manfion. If the anceftry of fuch a houfe had 
been many years in the pollcirion of it, it may 
be fuppofcd tliey might have coUcfted a few 
original pictures. If nothing of tliat kind is 
found in it, the poffeflbrs of the houfe may be 
fuppofed to be an upftart race. 
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SECT. 11. 

FROM Lord Tilney's we proceeded, through 
the foreft, to Woodford ; in the neighbour- 
hood of which are feme pleafant views on the 
right. Ranges of villages fucceed : but no idea 
of foreft-fcenery. Here and there are little 
patches of common, circled with wood ; and a 
variety of villas, fhewing more the opulence, 
than the tafte of their owners. Sometimes the 
half-formed idea of a foreft-fcene breaks out : 
but the trees arc feldom raafTed — often only 
folitary pollards. 



At the Bald-faced Jiag, about the tenth fto' 
a defccnding plain, marked with many ' 
tracks, and clofed with a woody fee 

agreeably. A nother fcene of the fame 
B 4 
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was afterwards employed in forming the rc^ 
mainder into a whole ; in which he was thought 

to have fhewn but little judgment, Audley- 

end however, tho the improved grounds around 
it did not appear to us very interefting, is ftill 
among the places pointed out, as worth feeing 
oil this road. 

The country beyond Audley-end grows 
chalky, bare, expofed, ridgy, and unpleafant$ 
and, after we leave Chfefterford, it becomes flat 
alfb. The diftances, fuch as they are (no where 
fumiftied with variety of objedts, nor ever 
remote) are terminated with one even line of 
horizon: and the foregrounds are ipimgy 
fwamps, producing only rufhes, the natural 
appendages of a fenny country. Gog-magog- 
hills, which we leave on the right, fo Uttib 
deferve the name of foV/j, that we fhould not 
have obferved them, unlefs they had becri 
pointed out to us. 

Cambridge makes no appearance at a dis- 
tance. KingVcoUege chappel, is the only 
objeft, which prefents itfelf with any dignity, 
as we approach. 

At the end of Queen's walk, Clare-hall 
makes a good perjj^e^he. When you fee it 

in 



in front, as you do from Clare-hall-piece, it 
lofes half its grandeur. In full view, you are 
fure you fee the whole : whereas a perfpeflive 
view leaves the imagination room to extend 
the idea. 

King's-coUege chappel gives us on the outfide^ 
a very beautiful form : -within^ the it is an 
immenfe, and noble aifle, prefenting the 
adjunct idea of lightnefs, and folemnity ; yet 
its difproportion difgufts. Such height, and 
fuch length, united by fuch ftraitened parallels, 
hurt the eye. You feel immured. Henry the 
Sixth, we are told, fpent twelve hundred pounds 
in adorning the roof. It is a pity he had not 
fpent it in widening the walls. We fliould 
then have had a better form, and fhould have 
been relieved from the tedious repetition of 
rofes and portcullifTes ; which are at belt but 
heavy, and unpleafmg ornaments. 

Trinity -library is a well proportioned room. 
In the anti-chappel, the ftatue of Newton is a 
mafter-piece. The charafter is rather boyifh : 
but the attitude, the expreflion, the manage- 
ment of the drapery, and indeed the whole, 

and every parf^ are excellent. A fine ftatue 

I have often thought one of the greateft efforts 
of human art. After the idea is conceived, the 

model 
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model is fnade\ which is the great work of 
genius. As the model .anfwers in ftatuary to 
the Iketch in painting, it has much of it's 
virtue; and is often more ipirited and beau- 
tiful, than the ftatue itfelf. We however, who 
cannot have feen the models of the Apollo, 
or the Laocoon, muft be content with the 
ftatues : and may remain the more fatisfied, 
as Y^e can conceive nothing in ftatuary higher. 
-—But ftill, though the model is the grand 
effort of genius, the mechanical part appears 
to be attended with great difficulty. Marble, 
and bronze, are fuch untraftable materials, that 
it is wonderful to fee them brought to affume, 
in any degree, the foftnefs of flefh, or the 
pliant folds of drapery. For myfelf, therefore, 
I cannot but look with more commiferation 
at a wretched flatue, than at a bad pi6kire. 
Some of the chief difficulties of the fculptor 
are unknown to the painter^ The painter has 
only one fiirface to manage; one pofition to 
fecure; and the duftile materials of oil and 
colour to work with. Michael Angelo wa» 
equally fkilled in painting, and in ftatuary; 
and, we are told, divided his time between 
them : but for one figure, which he produced 
in fculpture, he probably painted fifty pidhires. 

Undeif 
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•Under the benign influence of fuch remarks, 
we forbore to criticize four very indifferent 
ftatues, which prefented thcmfelves in the 
Senate-hoiife. The duke of Somerfet's is the 
befl ; but it has only a low degree of comparifon, 

in its favour. The Senatc-houfe is a heavy 

building; and the gallery makes it heavier. 

The public-library, however richly flored 
with books, is not an obje6l to be Oiewn. Nor 
are the public -fchools any ornament to the 
univerfity. 
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of the river: in dry fummers this is in part effec- 
ted naturally. But in fo flat a furface the water 
commonly lies long; and in many parts 
ftretches as far as the eye can reach ; the road 
running through it, like a lengthened mole, in 
perfpe6tive. The whole fcene refembles that 
melancholy one defcribed by Tacitus, in which 
a great part of the army of Germanicus wks 
loft. " Anguftus trames, vaftas inter paludes, 
quondam a L. Domitio aggeratus. Cdrtem ^^ 
limofa, tenacia gravi coeno, aut rivis incertk 
erant/' 

A fen differs from a lake in thefe particulars. 
— A lake is the produce of a mountainous 
countiy, formed commonly by a rapid river, 
which carries off the fuperfluous waters in the 
continuance of the fame ftream, that introduced 

them. A fen, on the contrary, is generated 

on a flat by land-fprings, or the exuberance of 
rain-waters; which, having no natural dis- 
charge, but by exhalation or through the pores 
of the earth, ftagnate, and putrify upon the 
furface. 

The lake has commonly a beautiful line, 
formed by the undulation of the rocks, and 

rifmg grounds along it's banks. The fen 

unites in rufhy plalhes, with the Iwampy foil, 

on 
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on which it borders. Here and there, as the 
waters fubfide, the eye traces a hne of decaying 
fedge, and other offenfive filth, which is left 
behind. 

Inftead of the rocks, and woods, which fo 
beautifully adorn the lake, the fen prefents at 
beft only pollard-willows, defouled with flime, 
and oozy refufe hanging from their branches j 
ftanding in lines, and marking the hedge-rows, 
which appear by degrees, as the waters retire. 

Again, the lake is a refplendent mirror, 
reflecting trees, and rocks from it"s margin; 
and the cope of heaven from it's ^ofom j all 

glowing in the vivid tints of nature. The 

fen, fpread with vegetable corruption, or craw- 
ling with animal generation, forms a furface, 
without depth, or fluidity ; and is fo far from 
refledfing an image, that, it hardly comes 
within the definition of a fluid. 

Laftly, the lake Is generally adorned with 
light flciff's, flcimming, with white fails, along 
it's banks j or with fifliing-boats, drawing their 
circular nets ; or groups of cattle laving their 

fides near the fliore. The fen has no chear- 

ful inhabitants. Here and there may be {ecu a 

miferable cow, or hoiie, (which in quell of a. 

mouthful of better herbage, had ventured too 

c far) 
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far) dragging its legs, befmeared with flime ; and 
endeavouring with painful operation to get fome 
ilable footing. 

Through this uncomfortable country we 
travelled between Cambridge and Ely, It is 
fuch a country as a man would wifh to fee once 
for curiofity ; but would never defire to vifit a 
iecond time. One view fufiiciently imprints 
the idea. Indeed where there is but one idea, 
there can arife no confufion in the recollefiion. 

As we approached Ely, the country afTumed 
a better face. The ground rofe out of the fens, 
from whence this little diftrift affumes the name 
of the Ifle of Ely; a degree of cultivation 
appeared ; and here and there a few trees gave, 
fome life to the fcene. 

Ely cathedral is a noble objeft at a diftance ? 
and on the fpot we found it a beautiful faniple ' 
of the various modes, and improvements of 
Saxon architefture — -^ very inferior indeed to 
pure Gothic -, yet much beyond that mixed 
flyle, of which many cathedrals are compofed. 
In point of mere magnificence, it equals any 
thing, I believe, in the kingdom. 

On entering the nave at the great gate, we 
have an effect in architecture, which is always 

pleafing 



pleafing in painting — that of a graduating 
light. It was not, I fuppofe, for the purpofe 
of producing this effect, that the windows at 
the entrance are gloomy. The gloom however 
is folemn ; and among fo many arches, and 
pillars exceedingly grand. As you walk up the 
nave, the light begins more and more to 
fteal in upon you; till you arrive near the 
tranfept, where it flieds all it's luftre from a 

magnificent lantern-dome placed above it. 

We meet with this graduating effeSl of light 
fometimes in nature : but I have not often met 
with it in archite6ture. We regretted how- 
ever, that we faw this noble fabric in much 
confufion ; the chapter were altering the choir ; 
and the ground being lowered, coffins, and 
monuments, and heaps of earth, and engines, 
and broken pews, and rails, and fcafFolding 
were all fo mingled together, that it was 
impoflible to judge, either of it's prefent or of 
it's intended effed. 

Contiguous to the cathedral is a piece of 
architecture, purely Gothic, which goes by 
the name of the pariJlD-church. The internal 
proportions, and harmony of this building 
pleafed us much. It is in miferable plight ; 
and fome of the windows are even blocked up : 
c 2 but 
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but if it were repaired, and elegantly beautified, 
it would perhaps be one of the moft pleafing 
rooms of the kind in England. We were 
informed at Ely, by our conductor that King's- 
coUege chapel in Cambridge was modelled from 
this ftrufhire. If it was, the architeft has 
ftrangely miftaken the proportions. King's- 
college chapel is in length two hundred and 
ninety one feet; but being divided, in the 
middle by a fkreen, the length of each part 
is one hundred and forty five feet. In breadth 
it is forty five, and in height feventy eight. 
The chapel at Ely is in length one hundred 
feet, in breadth forty fix, and in height 
fixty. The firfl: proportion is certainly a 
bad one ; the latter, highly beautiful. 
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SECT. IV. 

*" I ^ITE ifle of Ely was formerly the fite of a 
monaftery ; and was more than once, 
from the 'lifficulty of accefs to it, confidered 
as a fortrefs. The moft memorahle fiege it 
underwent, was condu6:ed by WilUam the 
conqueror ; and it is worth a Ihort detail, 
were it only to Ihew the nature '>^ the 
country, of which it gives a flronger im- 
preflion, than any defcription can do. This 
fiege is curforiiy mentioned by Rapin; but 
Bcntham, in his Antiquities of Ely, has col- 
letted the bell detail of it : from whom I 
have extracted the few following particulars. 
Thurfton was then the abbot. He, and 
his monks having received great favours from 
Harold, efpoufed the part of Edgar Etheling ; 
and their inclinations being known, many 
of the difcontented barons, at a time when 
c 3 the 
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the Normans were held in common detefta- 
tion, retired with theii* adherents to the iflc 
of Ely, as to an afylum. Among thefe were 
the potent earls of Chefter and Northumber- 
land. This conflux obtaining by degrees the 
appearance of a garrifon, the chiefs of it 
came to a refolution to fortify the ifle againft 
William ; and chofe Hereward, lord of Biimc 
in Lincolnlhire, to be their commander. 
Hereward having been banifhed in a late 
reign, had fpent his youth abroad as a fbl^ 
dier of fortune. His father dying foon after 
the battle of Haftings, he came home with 
a hope of accommodating his aflairs, as he 
had given no offence to William. But find- 
ing his lands beftowed on a Norman, he 
got together a few of his old tenants, and 
in the firfl excefTes of bis rage, took forci- 
ble poflfeflion. This aflion, drawing on him 
the refentment of William,, he joined the 
mal-contents in the ifle of Ely, where he 
was cpnfideredas a great acquifition. . 

In the beginning of the yeaV 1069^ Wil- 
liam drew his forces towards the fens, againfl: 
the garrifon of Ely, which grew daily more 
formidable. Having fecured all the pafTes, 
oa the ealft, which .led inta Suffolk^ he begian 

;3 a pro- 



a prodigious mole on the weft, which he 
carried two miles into the water, forming it 
on piles, and lining it with bags of earth. 
His intention was to join it to the ifle, as 
the beft means of accefs to the town. He 
had almoft compleatcd his works, when Here- 
ward fallying out, drove him from tkem, — 
attacked his mole; and in a few hours de- 
ftroyed the operations of a fummer. 

Early the next year however, William re- 
turned ; and having been unfuccefsful in his 
laft attempt on the weftern fide, he endea- 
voured to fecure a more favourable pafTage 
over the fens on the eaft, where a neck of 
land running out, would aflift his labour. 
But the he gained an advantage in one 
point, he loft it in another. The pafTage 
was fhort ; but the waters were danger- 
ous. The tide often, on this fide, forces 
it's way up the Oufe, and other rivers of 
the fens, in an extraordinary manner ; and 
the floods occafioned by this influx, of which 
William was not aware, deftroyed his works. 

The year however was not yet far ad- 
vanced. He called a council therefore at 
Brandon, in which it was determined to make 
a new attempt, where he had made one at 
c 4 firft. 
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firft. With great difpatch he got together 
magazines, and materials, and laid the foun- 
dation of a new mole* — In the mean time 
tiereward, wifliing to check his operations^ 
before/ he had proceeded the length he had 
done before; entered his camp in the habit of 
a fiiheraian ; and having obtained the intelli^ 
gence he wanted, made a fally in his boats 
(probably by night) burnt the Norman forts, 
atid magazines, and rendered all farther at- 
tempts this year, imprafticable. 

The fiege however having now continued 
two years, the monks, at whofe expence it was 
chiefly carried on, began to be heartily tired of 
it. Their larders were devoured — their cellars 
were exhaufl-ed — their paftures depopulated > 
and their corn-ricks confumed. They could 
not have received more injury from the ene- 
my himfelf. They were neglefted alfo, as 
well as plundered* When the abbey-bell 
rang for dinner, inftead of fitting down in 
their own hall to a quiet meal, they were 
confidered rather as intruders. Every chief 
took his feat at table under his own arms, 
which hanging againft the wall, denoted his 
place. The poor monks got what they 
could. Tired therefore of this expence, and 

negleft^ 
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neglefl, fome writers fay, they found means, 
in the third year of the fiege, to introduce 
the king's troops. Others fay, that WiUiam 
made a new mole, and being more fortunate, 
took the place by affault. That the monks 
were dilfatisfied with their military aflbciates, 
is beyond a doubt. But they feem to have 
been patient fufferers : for when William, 
in the year 1071, took the place, it appears, 
that the monaftery fell as much under his 
difpleafure, as the garrifon. 



SECT. V. 

■pROM Ely we propofed to crofs the 
-^ country by Lynn to Houghton : but 
being informed, that the fens beyond Ely were 
jmpaffable, we had no inclination to make 
the trial ; having feen enough of the fens 
already to have no defirc to fee them in a 
ftill more inhofpitable ftate. We altered our 
courfe therefore, and took our route by 
Mildon-hall. 

The road, through five or fix miles, is a 
good turnpike, raifed over fwampy grounds, 
cut every where acrofs with drains, and 
ditches, as we found them in our approach to 
Ely. Rows of pollards with flime hanging 
from their branches, marked the limits of 
hedges, which emerged, as the waters drained 
oiF. In the mean time a circumfcribed hori- 
zon of fenny furface was our only dlftance. 

If 
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If it had been remote, it might have loft 
in obfcurity it's dilgufting form. But it*s 
difagreable features were apparent to the 
utmoft verge of it's extent. 



We foon however found, that we were in 
the neighbourhood of a country ftill more 
difagreeable, at leaft for travelling, than a 
fenny one. This was a vaft trafl of fand. 
At Soham, which is a confiderable village^ 
we landed, if I may fo fpeak, from the fens 5 
and hoped we had now gotten upon ftable 
ground. But, we foon foimd our miftake. 
We had fcarce left it, when we entered upon 
the fands ; and only changed the colour of 
our landfcape; both of them being equally 
wild, open, and dreary. Not a tree was to 
be feen. The line of the horizon was foarcely 
broken with a fmgle bufti. The wildnefs 
was in fome degree leffened by a few patch- 
faced ftieep, and a few ftraggling cattle graz- 
ing in the greener parts. But this little 

appearance of herbage foon went oflF. In a 
few miles the country became an abfolute dc- 
fert. Nothing was to be feen on either fide, 
but fand, ^and Scattered gravel, without the 

leaft 



leaft vegetation ; a mere African dcfert : ager 
arenofus, una fpecie aequalis, nudus gignen- 
tium*. In fume places this fandy wafte oc- 
cupied the whole fcope of the eye : in other 
places, at a diftance, we could fee a Ikirting 
of green, with a few ftraggling bulhes, which 
being furrounded by fand, appeared like a 
ftretch of low land, (hooting into the fea. 
The whole country indeed had the appear- 
ance of a beaten fea-coaft ; but witliout the 
beauties, which adorn that fpecies of land- 
fcape. In many places we faw the fand even 
driven into ridges ; and the road totally co- 
vered ; which indeed was every where fo deep, 
and heavy, that four horfes, which we were 
obliged to take, could fcarce in the fioweft 
pace, drag us through it. It was a little 
furprizing to find fuch a piece of abjolute 
defert almoft in the heart of England. To 
us it was a novel idea. We had not even 
heard of it. 

In fome parts of the northern coaft of 
Scotland, dry, floating fands are very danger- 
ous, often covering lands and houfes. I have 
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fomewhere met with an axrcount, (tho I can- 
not readily quote my authority), that thefe 
Scotch fands were once fixed by a fort of 
matted-grafs, which cattle will not eat; but 
the country people deftroying the grals for 
fuel, an aft of parliament pafTed in "the 
reign of George II., to proteft it. ■ ■ It 
has been recommended, I have alfo heard, to 
the Norfolk gentlemen, to fow this grafs, as 
a mean to fix thefe fands. 

By degrees the country acquires a better 
furface. Breaks of herbage begin, here and 
there, to arife; but it is dry, and 'meagre, 
fomething between grafs, and rufhes, thmly 
fcattered over plots of fand* No animals are 
feen, except a few rabbits, which are the 
only inhabitants it can provide for. 

At Brandon (called by the country people 
Bran) we croffed the Oufe into Norfolk. Our 
road at firft led through an intermixture of 
fand, and down; here and there varied with 
a few trees; but, on the whole, very im- 
pleafing, and unpifturefque. A little before 
we reach SwafFham, we get into lanes. 



A few 
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A few miles on the north of Brandon^ 
lies a fmall peninfula called Helgay-fen, con* 
fifting of about one thoufand acres. Pe- 
riodically, in fix or feven years, this little 
di{bi6t:, we were informed, is vifited by an 
innumerable hoft of field-mice; which begin 
a very deftruflive depredation: but^ precifely, 
at the fiune time, a flight of owls arrive 
from Norway, (of the large, white fpecies, 
called the homed^owl), as if drawn by in- 
ftin6t:. The owls immediately attack the in- 
vaders, and live delicioufly, till they have in- 
tirely deftroyed them. In the mean time they 
are revered by the peafants, as the Duch re- 
vere ftorks. When the mice are all devoured, 
the owls return quietly home. I dare not 
venture to vouch the truth of this ftrange 
ftory ; as we were informed of it too late to 
examine the particulars on the fpot : but I 
believe there is at leaft fome foundation for 
it *. 

Similai- accounts we fometimes meet with. 
Not long ago, a fwarm of locufl:s appeared in 
fuch multitiLides about Athens, that the people 
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were greatly alarmed for their crops of com. 
But unexpeftedly a flight of florks vifited the 
country, at the fame time, and very foon dif- 
patched the invaders, 

SwafFham is a neat, elegant town. The 
flreets are open ; and well-built. The church 

is handfome, and ftands pleafantly. Every 

thing indeed, about the town, was in fuch 
exaftnefs, and order, that the whole feemed 
as if it were under the direftion of a fingle 
perfon. 



SECT^ 



SECT. VI. 

'U'ROM Swaftham the road ftill continued 
■^ fandy ; fometimes running through furzy- 
commons, and Iheep-walks, which are every 
where inhabited by numerous flocks. 



Near Newton we leave, on tlie left, the 
ruins of Caftle-acre, once the manfion of the 
great earl Warren ; and able rtiil to imprels 
the idea of it's ancient fplendor. The ruin 
of the citadel only now remains. It makes 
a kind of ragged appearance (for it's form, 
in a good degree is loft) on a riiing ground, 
containing about an acre. But the whole 
fite of the caftle, and it's dependencies, are 
faid to have covered eighteen acres ; which 
fliews the immenfe power of the cliief, wlio 
diftributed fuch of his vafials, as were Iiis 
D ufual 
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ufual guard, in fo wide a circumference 



around him* 



A little beyond Lexham the road paffes 
through a valley, with a rifing carpet-lawn 
on each fide. The view is Angular, and 
pleafmg. The open country points after- 
wards into lanes; which grow more pleafant 
as we approach Raynham, 



We faw 4iothing ftriking in the fituation, 
or houfe at Raynham. Our errand indeed 
was chiefly to fee Salvator s Bellifarius ; 
which was prefented by the late king of 
Pruflia, to the grandfather of the prefent lord 
Townfhend. It is a very noble pifture, 
of which the print gives but an inadequate 
idea. The unfortunate chief , ftands refting 
againft a wall. He occupies almoft the whole 
piece; leaving room only for two or three 
foldiers, who make a diflant group. The 
ftory, tho told in this fimple manner, can 
hardly be miftaken. A blind figure, fqua-. 
lid, tho drefled in rich armour — difcovering 
great dignity of charafter, both in his own 

appearance 



appearance, and from the diftant refped 
fhewn him by the fpeflators — leads tiie 

memory eafily to recollect BcUifarius. 

The compofition is as pleafing as the defign. 
All the objects of the piece are fo contrived, 

as to form a good whole. The harmony 

of the colouring too is excellent. An agree- 
able fober tint runs through the picture. 
Scarce a touch is out of tune. If any, it 
is a ftreak of light in the Iky, on the left. 
Bellifarius's drapery is rich in the higheft de- 
gree; and yet harmonious. His mantle is yel- 
low: his fafh of a white, fdvery hue; and 

his armour, fteel. The light alfo is well 

difpofed. Jn expreffion there is the moft 
deficiency, Salvator has thrown over the 
hero's face a quantity of fqualid hair; and 
the fpeftator muft, in a great meafure, 
make out the expreflion from his own imagi- 
nation, I fpeak only of the^ face, which 
wants fomething of the dignity of wretclied- 
nefs ; in the aSfion and charaSier^ greatirefs, 
and mifery are well united. 

In lord Burhngton's gallery at Chifwick, 

we fee the fame fubje^t by Vandyck. Both 

thofe pictures are equally celebrated ; but I 

think Salvator's is greatly fupetior. With 

D 2 regard 
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regard to dejign^ Vandyck's accompanying" 
figures engage the eye too much ; and con- 
found the ftoiy. It is better imagined alfd 
to reprefent the old chief, as Salvator has 
done, in his military habit ; than dreffed in 
a civil garment. The ftory fo told is better 
told ; and the mind is more interefted. In 
point of compofition alfo we give the pre- 
ference to Salvator. Vandyck's detached 
figures are no groups. Nor is there that 
harmony of colouringy and agreeable mafs 
of light in his pi6hire, which ftrikes us in 
the other. Exprejfion is the only part, in 
which Vandyck enters into conteft with Sal- 
vator. There is a union of great dignity^ 
and wretchednefs in ^very part of his princi- 
pal figure; and the expreflion of the foldier 
is inimitable. He is certainly however too 
interefting for a fecondary figure; at the 
fame time, his expreflion is an index to the 
fpeftator, and refers him to Bellifarius, as 
the objeft of concern. After all, perhaps 
there may be as much exprtjfion in the 
wonder mixed with pity, and the refpeftfiil 
diftance of Salvator's foldiers, as in the 
melancholy dejeftion of Vandyck's. Such a 
mode of expreflion certainly gives an air of 

grandeur 



grandeur to the fallen chief, which Vandyck 
has loft by mixing him with low charac- 
ters. 

Befides this pi£lure of Bellifarius, lord 
Townfend has another very capital one -. — 
Mary of Medicis by Reubens. This is an, 
admirable portrait. In expreflion it excells. 
Mary's misfortunes, after the death of her 
hulband, Henry IV., had fhrivelled her form, 
and thrown the gloom of melancholy over her 
countenace. But here it is arrayed in all 
it's courtly fmiles, it's chearful air, it's iiveli- 
nefs, and iprightly fmirk, which might be 
natural, but were moft probably affumed. 
The colouring is equal to any effoi't of the 
pencil : and the difplay of light on the 
head, and linen round the neck is happily 
introduced. The hands are very inferior to 
the head; and it would perhaps be no injuiy 
to the pifture, if they were removed by a 

narrower frame. Mary of Medicis was a 

great incourager of the arts. She faw the 
merit of Reubens, and profefled herfelf his 
patronefs. At her requell he engaged in that 
noble work, which adorns the Luxcmburgh 
gallery. 

D 3 Pictures, 
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Piftures, like thefe, fuggeft an idea of 
.painting between hiftory, and portrait, which 
might be purfued, I think, with great ad- 
vantage. Hiftory-painting, like epic poetry, 
is certainly the grandeft produftion of the 
art. But we feldom fee a hiftory-piece com* 
pleatly executed, even by the beft matters. 
To conceive a noble defign— ^to manage the 
various parts — charadler — expreffion — ac- 
tion — drawing — • drapery — and to unite all 
thefe parts, harmonioufly by compolition - — 
.colouring -— and light — is not eafily accom- 
pUfhed. ^ There is at leaft a better chance 
for fuccefs, if the painter fhould feleft fome 
hjjftorical chara£ter, as Salvator has done here ; 
and ftudying it attentively, lay out his whole 
ftrength upon it. He might eafily make it 
jintelligible, by fome little appendage. Moies 
xnight be diftinguifhed by refting. on the Pw^ 
fdble$ if the covenant : St. Paul, by holding in 
his hand, on epiftle to tke Romans: Caefar, 
by a map of Gaul : Peter of Mofcovy, by a 
plan of Peterfburgh ; and fo on. I conceive 
ind^, that many awkward refemblances Would 

often 
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often be made of all thefe charafters; yet 
ftill there might be a better chance for a 
good pifture, than when thefe charafters are 
brought into fome hiftorical compojitibn. There 
are fewer points to guard againft, and of 
courfe lefs danger of failing. — ^ In general 
indeed we ftand a better chance of a pleafing 
pifture, even from common portraits^ than from 
compojitions. And indeed, if I were about to 
furnifh a gallery from piftures now in my 
memory, I fhould chufe to have it adorned 
with portraits; as I remember more por- 
traits, that are throughout pleafing piftures, 
than I remember hiftory-pieces. Among the 
firft that occur tp my memory are the 
Comaro-family in Northumberland-houfe -— 
a full-length of Charles I., over a chim- 
ney-piece in Hampton-court — a portrait of 
Chriftiem king of Denmark, in the fame 
palace — Reubens, and his wife, , at Blenheim 
—a portrait of an earl of Danby at Hamil- 
ton-houfe, in Scotland; and fome others, 
which appeared to me throughout excellent. 
Whereas I hardly remember one hiftorical 
piece, however beautiful in many of it's parts, 
in which there was not fomething dilgufting. 

» 4 SECT. 



SECT. VII. 

"C^ROM Raynham a few miles brought us to 
Houghton-hall, which the late lord Or- 
ford, formerly fir Robeit Walpole, built, and 
furniihed with a noble colle6lion of pic- 
tures. 

Houghton-hall ftands low ; and is fur- 
rounded by an ample park. It was built 
on the fite of an old family manfion ; and 
fuch trees as formerly adorned it, are large ; 
but, in general the plantations are modern ; 
and it is eafy to trace, from the growth of 
the woods, and the veftlges of hedge-rows, 
where the ambition of the minifter made his 
ornamental inroads into the acres of his 
inheritance. Tafte however then was not. 
No Brown, at that time, exifted, to conduft 
the channels of wealth. And tho there are 
many good fcenes in this park, (as it is 
impoflible 
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impoffible to have wood without beauty) 
yet an eye ufed to the jufter improvements 
of tafte, is every where hurt; nor can the 
magnificence of the whole atone for a number 
of awkward parts. 

The houfe is a ftately, heavy building, joined 
by colonades to large wings; the whole ex- 
tending four hundred and fifty feet. The fta- 
bles are fupcrb. The rooms are of a mo- 
. derate fize, except the hall, and tlie faloon; 
the former of which is decorated in a very 
pleafing manner. It is plain, fimple, and ele- 
gant. I ihould have liked it better, if the 
bafes of the ftatues, and all the other orr^a^ 
mental parts, had been of the lame plain 
ftone-colour, with which the room is painted. 
The furniture, and decorations of the whole 
houfe are grand, and rich. We icarce ob- 
ferved any inflances of littlenefs or affe£lation. 
The window-cafes, -and doors are of maho* 
gany, gilt, and vety grand* 

But the houfe is not the objeft at Hough- 
ton. The pifhires attraft the attentioft: 
and as this is the moft celebrated colleftioii 
in England, I examined them with what 
care I was able; and fhall remark fuch of 
them as particularly pleafedme. — I ojight 

perhaps 



perhaps to apologize for differing in opinion, 
on fome occafions from Mr. Walpole, who 
has printed a catalogue of thefe pictures 
with remarks on feveral of them. But I 
(hall always give reafons for my opinion ; 
and my opinion, of courfe can have no more 
weight, than the reafons, which fupport it. 
I am the lefs fcrupulous in differing from 
Mr. Walpole, as, in honour of his father's 
colletftion, his criticifms feem plainly inclined 
to the more favourable fide. Mine, I hope, 
will not be thought too fcvcrc, the there are 
very few pidlures in this noble colleftion, 
which intirely pleafed me. I had the fatis- 
faftion however, in my own vindication, to 
obfei've, that among the multitude of capital 
pictures, which fir Jofliua Reynolds faw in 
, his journey through Holland, and Flanders, 
there is fcarce one, in which he does not 
find fomething he diflikes. 



THE COMMON PARLOUR. 

A portrait of Gibbons, by Knellcr. This 
is one of the beft pictures I have feen by 
this flovenly mailer. He feldom painted with 
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care, tho he was able to paint well, when 
he took pains. 

A Iketch of king William on horfe-back^ 
by Knellcr. The freedom^ fp^^itj a^d har- 
mony of this fketch are admirable. The great 
pi£ture at Hampton-court, painted from it, 
hath none of thefe qualities. 

A cook's-fhop, by Teniers. I mention this 
pifture, becaufe it is efkeemed a very valua- 
ble one. I faw little in it myfelf, except 
good colouring. The compofition I thought 
Very bad. 

But the cook's-fhop, on the oppolite lide,> 
by Martin de Vos, is equal to any praife. 
Martin was Snyder's mafter. He had lefs 
reputation than his fcholar ; but more merit. 
This pifture is a mafterpiece. It difplays a 
grand confulion of obje£ls ; and yet preferves 
a noble whole. The feveral parts too arc 
admirably painted. The greyhound, and. the 
cat, the turkey, and the fawn are all excel- 
lent. If there be any deficiency, it is in point 
of light, which might have been better dis- 
tributed. This pifture is feven feet ten inches 
iiAig ; by five feet, eight. 

A Bacchanalian, by Reubens, painted in his 
beft flyle : of colouring. The compofitiouy lights 

and 



and expreffion^ are ?.I1 admirable. With re- 
gard to particulars, the woman, and tlie fuck- 
ing fatyrines are particulai'ly beautiful. 

Sir Thomas Chaloner, by Vandyck, is a 
vciy fine portrait. 

A friar's head, by Reubens, is painted with 
admirable warmtli of colouring. 

In Rembrandt's wife, by Rembrandt him- 
felf, are united all the beauties of the maf- 
ter i his ftrong colouring — his management 
of light, and the fpiiit of his touches. 

The library, and two or three bed-cham- 
bers, which we were carried into next, con- 
tain nothing very ftriking. In the drawing- 
room are fcveral good portraits, which would 
have attrsfted the eye in any other place. 



THE SALOON. 

On a table ftands an admirable bronze, 
by John of Bolognia. It reprefents a Roman 
carrying off a Sabine. 

. The Jioning of St. Stephen by Le S^:ir, I 
have heard called one of the capital pieces 
in this colleftion. I am ferry to fay, it did 
not pleafe nie. There is an awkwardnefs in 

the 
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the figures, particularly in the principal one, 
which is very difpleafingj and it has befides 
ib many ofFeniive parts, that no beauties (and 
it has many) could atone for them in my 
eyes 3 or bring it to them witli fatisfediaon. 

The holy family, by Vandyck, is another 
celebrated pi6lure^ which I could not admire; 
tho Mr. Walpole tells us, it was twice fold 
for fourteen hundred pounds. There is no- 
thing, it is true, difgufting in it, except per- 
haps a little frippery; but as a wboky it 
wants compofition ; a fobriety in the general 
complexion of the colouring; and a harmony 
in the tints. It is nine feet by feven. 

Mary Magdalen wajhing the feet of Chrijl^ 
by Reubens. This pi6lure is one of the nobleft 
monuments of the genius of Reubens, that 
is to be feen in England. It contains four- 
teen figures, as large as the life. We feldom 
fee, in one piece, fo numerous a coUeftion 
of expreflive heads.— — The point of time 
fcems to be taken, juft after Chrift had faid, 
7]&y fns be forgiven tbee^. . An air of diiguft 
runs through the whole table. The expreffion 
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in Simon's face is admirable. With whatever 
view he invited his divine gueft, it is very 
evident he was difappointed. The whole 
pifture indeed is an excellent comment upon 
St. Luke. Our Saviour's face has great fweet- 
nefs, grace, and dignity. All the other charac- 
ters are fine ; the two full faces, efpecially, 
which are neareft our Saviour. The attendants 
are all good figures ; particularly the girl cariy- 
ing tlie dilh. The Magdalen is the worft fi- 
gure in the pi6lure. She is rather awkward 
and clumfy : but her paffion is well exprefled. 
A penitential Ibrrow, beyond the fenfe of any- 
thing but it's own unwoithynefs, has taken 
pofleflion of her. Her eyes are finely coloured 
with high-fwoln grief. Among deceptions, 
we feldom fee a better, than the watery hue 
of that tear which is neareft the eye. Our 
Saviour's hands are bad. 

We are inclined to dwell more on the parts 
of this picture, than on the whole. And yet 
the compofition^ tho not perfect, is far fi'om 
being difagreeable. It's chief want, as a 
whole, is a balance of jlmde. Reubens is often, 
I think, faulty in this particular. This pic- 
ture is eight feet by fix. 

T'itian'i 
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Titian s foriy and bis nurfcj by Titian, The 
latter is a difmal chai'after, probably fo intend- 
ed ; but well painted. 

The Cyclopsf, by Luca Jordano. The 
neareft figure is awkward ; the breaft and arms 
of the other are good. 

Daedalus, and Icarus, by Le Brun. The 
latter is a fine figure. 



THE CARLO MARATT ROOM. 

. We have here a colleftion of about twenty 
piftures, by this matter, and his fcholars 
— almoft a compleat fchooL It is efteemed 
very valuable ;^ was purchafed at a great ex- 
pence ; and is much admired by connoifleurs. 
It hurts me to diffent from any general 
opinion : but the works of this matter have 
always appeared in my eye to want fomething, 
which every good pifture fhould have. I can 
fee in them many fine heads, great fweetnefs 
in the Madonas, broad folds of drapery, ele- 
gant attitudes, and pleafing expreffion : but 
flill they are unplealant piftures. There feems 
to be a deficiency both in the colourings and 

in the execution. The colouring is gaudy. 

A glar^ 



A glare, which hurts the eye, runs through 
every piclure. There is no fobriety in the 
tints ; no harmony ; no balance. Inftead of 
a whole, you have only a piece of fplendid 

patch-work. The execution is as difagreea- 

ble. There is fo much effeminate fbftnefs, 
and want of fpirit in it, that you do not 
think you are furveying the work of a great 
mafter j but rather of fome pupil, copying 
with fear, and exactnefs. It is not necelTary 
for a painter to execute with the fire of 
Bourgognone, but without fome degree of 
freedom, and fpirit, his execution will never 
pleafe. 

The head of Clement IX. appeared to me, 
as far as I could compare my ideas, to be a 
very inferior pidture to that at Chifwick, by 
the fame mafler. That picture, as I remem- 
ber, is wai'mly coloured, and even touched 
with fpirit. This is tamely executed; and 
fpread over with a hluifli tinge, which is a 
female tint, and here unnatural. 

THE EMBROIDERED BED-CHAMBER. 

A holy family, by Nic. Pouflin (5, 7. hy 

4, 3.) In this pitfture the compojition, group- 

E ing. 



( JO ) 

iigg, beaJsy charaBers^ expreffiorij and drapery 
are all good : but there is neither harmony, 
nor beauty in the colouring. A difagreeable 
blacknefs pervades the whole. 

Twa cattle pieces^ by Rofa of Tivoli. The 
cattle in both arc finely painted ^ but the 
coinpalition in neither is good. 



THE CABINET. 

Reuiens' ivife^ by Vandyck. This is an ad- 
mirable portrait. I fhould not hefitate to 
call it a mafter-piece^ She is at full lengthy 
dreffed in black fatin, with a hat. Nothing 
can be eafier, more elegant, and graceful than 
this figure. The colouring too is beautiful^ 
and the whole pi6hire ; and eveiy part of it, 
is pleafing^ This portrait I fhould place 
tmong the firft in my collection, mentioned 
in the 39th page.— —When we fee fuch a 
portrait as this by Vandyck ; and in the fame 
coUedtion, one of his hiftorical pieces, (the 
holy family juft mentioned) which falls greatly 
below excellence, there is room for candour 
to believe, that Reubens might have had 
ot^er motives, than thofe of envy, and jea- 
loufy, (which are the motives commonly ajfcrih- 



ed) for advifing his favourite pupil to ap*. 
ply himfelf to portrait-painting, rather than 
to hiftory. The advice appears to have been 
very judicious. Vandyck does not feem to 
have much invention, nor to have excelled 
in compofition. I do not remember that 
his compofition pleafed me in any picture, 
(if we may judge from prints,) in which he 
has many figures to manage. The family- 
pi6i:ure at Wilton, tho in his own way, is 
veiy deficient in this refpeCt*. 

'Reubens family, by Jordano of Antwerp, is 
a mere colleftion of heads : but every head is 
a piece of nature. 

Chrifi laid into the fepulchre, by Parmi- 
giano. There is great exprelTion in the figures ; 
and great beauty in the colouring, and execu- 
tion of this pi6ture : but the painter has al- 
lowed himfelf fo little fcope (for it is fcarce 
above miniature fize) that it gives a poverty, 
and minutenefs to his piflure. It was pro- 
bably intended as a defign for a larger piece. 

A very fine head of Innocent X., by Ve- 
lafco. 



• See remark! oit this fubjeft, in the Appendix to the 
Weftem Tuur. 

E 2 Friars 
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Fnari dijiributing alms ta the pdot, by John 
Mieh There is a good balance of light, 
and (hade; and an agreeable whole in this 
pi£ture« 

Two pi6ture$ by Bourgognone. One of 
them rcprefents a battle j the other, the field 
after it; in which the principal group is a 
dying officer, confefling to a friar. Both are 
excellent pifture^j biit the firft is a mafter- 
piece^ 

A fketch by Rubens of the middle com- 
partment of the banqueting-houfe at White- 
hall, The freedom, and fpirit of it are ad- 
mirable. 

Six (ketches by the fame matter, of trium- 
phal arches; equally free; and beautiful. 

Batbjheha bringing Abijhag to Davidy by 
VandcrwerfFcr This pifture is as highly 
finished, as the fined enamel; and yet the 
fi^eedom and fpirit of it are preferved^ The 
group is' good. In Bathfheba you fee the 
remains of a very fine woman: but in David 
there is a mixture of youth; which by no 
means gives us the idea of that total decrep- 
itude^ under which the bible-hiftory repre- 
fents him. Abifhag is, the fair^ yQung damfel 
of the text; and her modefl, and maidenly, 

behaviour 



behaviour are finely expreJal. After all, 

we fiiivey fiich high-finilhed pi6liires only 
as curiofities. Their ftyle is an efFedt of 
vitiated tafte. They barely pleafe the eye : 
they want that ftrength, and boldnefs ; that 
energy and fire, which raife raptures. 

Two flower-pieces, by Van-Huyfum. Thefe 
admirable pictures are in the fame ftyle of 
neatnefs, as the laft. But in flowers the 
fmjhcd manner is liable to no exceptions. 
Nobody expefts to look at a flower-piece 
with emotion. If it fhafe the eye, it is fuf- 
ficient. Van-Huyfum feems to be a greater 
mafter of compofition and the knowledge of 
light, than Baptifte. In moft of the capital 
pictures, that I have feen by Baptifte, parti- 
cularly in thofe of the duke of St. Alban';. 
at Windlor, the eye is hurt by ill-balanced 
compofition, and patches of light. But in 
the few I have met with by Van-Huyfum, 
all is well put together, and well malfed. 
In thefe two pictures, efpccially in that, 
which confifts folely of flowers, he is particu- 
larly excellent both in the compofition, and 
in the diftribution of light. His manner has 
not the leafl: (liflnefs ; tho every objeft, flowers, 
F, 3 fruits. 
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ihiits, ajid infcfts, arc finifhed with the laft 
charadleriftic touch, and tint of nature. 

Two landfcapes in the manner of Salvator, 
by Bourgognone. They are well touched; 
and like the matter they imitate ^ but th? 
compofitibn is very indifferent in both. 

TChe death of Jofephy by Velafco, This is 
a noble, and affefting pi£lure. The ftory 
is wdl told. The charafters rife to the 
imagination. The expreffion is juft : the 
compofition good > the lights broad : in ftiort, 
the wboky and every part of this pifture is 
plcafmg. 



THE MARBLE PARLOUR. 

The carl of Danby, at fiill length, by 
Vandyck, is excellent in all it's parts, and in 
the management of the whole. 

Two fruit-pieces, by Michael Angelo, are 
both wdl-painted ; but that which hangs 
near Sir Thomas Wharton, is a confiifei 
compofition. 



T»E 



THE GALLERV. 



This large room was originally intended for 
a green-houfe : but when Sir Robert Wal- 
pole loft his employments in the year 1742, 
he fitted it up for the pictures, which he 
brought from Downing-ftreet. 

The doctors of the church confulting on 
the immaculate conception, by Guido, deferves 
our firft attention. This very celebrated 
picture, we are told by Mr. Walpole, was 
bought in Italy by lord Orford ; and fent 
to Civita Vecchia to be fliipped for England. 
But Innocent XIII., who was then pope, 
unwilling that fuch a treafure fiiould be car- 
ried out of the country, remanded it. At 
length however, through his particular re- 
gard for the charafter of lord Orford, he per- 
mitted it's exportation. From this ac- 
count one ihould imagine it had uncommon 
merit. The colouring is certainly exquifite. 
There is a clearnefs, and brightnefs, and bril- 
liancy in it which we rarely find j and hence, 
I fuppofe, arrives it's chief merit among 
connoifeurs. The draperies alfo are broad, 
and painted in a noble ftyle. The heads 
E 4 too. 
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too, in general, are finely touched. The doc- 
tor in red particularly is an admirable figure ; 
and the virgin who fits in the clouds cloath- 
cd in white, is throughout immaculate^ and is 
as lovely and charming a form, as the imagi- 
nation of man can conceive. Thefe beauties 

• - • 

mufi: needs be acknowledged: but ftill the 
pi6hire, I think, on the whole, unpleafing. 
In the firft place, the Jiory is ill told. 
The difpute about the immaculate conception 
was one of the fierceft, in which the Ro- 
man church engaged. But here it is carried 
on with a moft provoking indiflference. All 
is ftill, and quiet. Each difputant feems 
poffefTed of that calmnefs, which might fuit 
ap evangelift writing a gofpel. — ^ — If the 
pdnter pbjefted to the charafter of an in- 
raged polemic, yet furely a proper zeal, an 
eameftnefs at leaft, might have been allowed. 

: Here was an opportunity alfo to pay 

a compliment to one fide, or the other ; and 
it would have furaifhed copious room for 
expreflion, if he had introduced one party 
laying down his point; and the other 

abaftied, angry, or convinced. Or if the 

painter had not choien to decide a matter fo 
import aftt^ he ought certainly to have capy, 

ried 



ried on the difpute in fame fiape, if he meant 

to tell his ftory with truth. But even 

if the truth of hiftoiy had been prcferved, 
tliere would remain, I fear, ftill a great de- 
ficiency in the compofition, and in the dif- 
tribution of light : and, what is furprizing, 
.there is but little harmony, I think, in the 
colouring, which is but ill-atoned for by it's 
brilliancy. — It Is alfo difguftlng to fee fo 
great a difference between the carnations of 
the two principal figures. The two doclors 
feem to be the inhabitants of two different 
climates. This however is not veiy uncommon 
in Guide's pictures. The wits fometimes 
fay, that in the fame piece, one of his pic- 
tures will a])pear roafted, and another boi- 
led. (8. II. by 6.) 

The prodigal fon, by Salvator Rofa, is 
painted with the full fpirit, freedom, and force 
of this pleafing mafter. That agreeable ftyleof 
colouring, that fober, pleafant tint, which 
ilfucd fo often from his pallet, is here difplayed 
in great pcrfecrion. But this is all that can 
be faid for the pifture. The cliarafter of the 
prodigal is ill-prefei*ved. Inflead of a melan- 
choly pofture, brooding over his mifery, or the 
madncfs of defpair imprecating curfes upon his 

folly, 
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folly, he is rcprefentcd in a cold, unanimated 
attitude, kneeling indeed; but without any 
fervour either of paffion, or devotion. His 
garb is tattered ; but his fece wears the hue of 
plenty. The mufcles of his arms, and legs 
are full-fed ; nor has he that apparent diftrefs 
about him, which his condition required. — ^- 
The appendages of the piece too are ill put 
together ; and inftead of compleating a whole ^ 
tend rather to deftroy it. But of all the dif- 
agreeable parts of this pifture, the cow which 
runs athwart the prodigal, and cuts him at 
fight angles, is the moft difpleafing. 

Meleager, and Atalanta, by Reubens. This 
is a large cartoon, (20. 9. by 10. 7.) defigned 
for tapeftry; and purpofely therefore painted 
in a light, gawdy ftile. However proper it 
might be for this ufe^ it certainly makes a bad 
figure. It is a vaft, glaring, difgufting 
objeft; and ill-fuited to the company it ap- 
pears in. There is little compolition in it; 
and no balance of light, and fhade. Atalanta 
is a good figure ; but all the other parts are 
bad, fome of the dogs particularly {6. 

Four markets by Snyders. The firft is a 
fifli-market. The compofition is good. There 
is a profufion of parts blended into an agreeable 

whole. 



( 59 ) 

whole. One circumftatice only injures the 
general fliape -— - the formal repetition of a 
man on each iide of the pi6hire. The light is 
well*4i^i6d. 

The fecond is a fowl-market. The di£- 
pofition of the light here is bad ; tho a flight 
alteration would have made it pleafmg. Had 
the fwan been placed in the room of the boar's- 
head, it would have made a good mafs. 

The third is a green-market. Nothing can 
be better managed, or more delightfully painted, 
than the mafs of greens : but the pi6ture is 
difagreeably broken into two parts. 

The fourth is a fruit-market. The fruit 
is richly panted: but the pi£ture is ill-com«^ 
pofed. The figures are good ; but there is no 
whole (ii. I. by 6. 9.) 

A lionefs very well painted by Reubens. 
An old woman's head alfo by Reubens. The 
£ace is good : but the drapery, and every thing 
elfe is difagreeable. 

A head by Boll, finely painted. 
A holy family, by Procaccino. The heads 
in this pi£iure are very fine; but there b a 
difagreeable glare of light. 

An ufurer, and his wife, by Quintin Matfis 
of Antwerp. This pi^ure is nearly the fame, 

as 
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:as that, which Matfis painted f6r Charles the 
firft at Windfor. There is infinite labour in 
it: but thefe laboured pieces do not pleafe, 
like thofe thrown off in all the freedom of 
genius. They have the appearance of being 
merely mechanical. 

The expofition of Cyrus, by Caftiglionc. 
This mafter feems to have underftood the 
doflrine of harmony; or the produftion of 
efFcft from a combination of according tints. 
At leaft, I have made this obfervation on the 
few of Gaftiglione's pictures, I have feen. 

In this pi6hire, the harmonious arrangement 
i>f tints is very ftriking. Each colour unites 
fo kindly with its neighbour, that, altho the 
whole is as rich as poffible, every part is in 

perfeft repofe. The effeft, which Caftig- 

lione produces by an efFufion of rich colours, 
Salvator produces by ont fiber tint. They are 
J)oth matters of the art of harmonizing a 
pifture : but Caftiglione's art is the greater, as 
he has more variety of tints to manage. With 
regard to particulars, all the figures in this 
pifture are beautiful. The dog is finely 
painted : but as it is fo capital in the ftory, it 
is not enough concerned in the aftion. The 
fceheL is fcarce fylvan enough for the fubjeft, 
<2. 4. by 3. 6.) 

The 
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The companion of the lail pi^iure^ by the 
fame mailer^, is perhaps only an effuiion of 
fancy, which Caftiglione was fond of in^: 
dtilging. The fubjed): of it is certainly 6b* 
fcure. It has all that effect of harmony, which. 
wc admire in the other. There are fome 
obje£b, a cow, a dog, and a goat, difagreeably. 
introduced: but eveiy thing elfe is beautiful. 

The adoration of the (hepherds, by* old 
Palma, forms a di&greeable whole. But there, 
is fine expreflion in the ihepherd drefTed in* 
green. 

A nymph and Ihepherd, by Carlo Cignani. 
The nymph is a charming figure: the com^ 
pofition is beautiful; and the light would 
have been well thrown, if the ram, a part of the 
boy's back, and the bottle had been in fhade. 
(4. I. by 3. 4.) 

Reubens' waggon — *- a landfcape, which 
goes imder that title from the introdu£tioa 
of a broken waggon on the foreground. There 
is little of the hue of nature in this land* 
ieape ; and as little of the efiedl of harmony. 
The hills are green, the fky is blue ; and the 
reft of the objefts of a brownifh tint. In all> 
thi? there is difcord. It is called a moon- 
light: but there is nothing of the Ihadowy. 

dulk 
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dttik of evening in it> nor of the Itmar 
fplendor. — — In the compojition^ there is' much 
nature; but it is rather too unadorned. Bolf- 
wfcrt's print has contributed to make this 
landlcape famous. (4. i. by z. 10.) 

The facrifice of Ifaab by Rembrandt. We 
feldom fee a pi6hire of this mafter in fo good a 
ftyle. We have here fomething. like Italian 
elegance. Abraham's head is finely painted; 
and full of every expreflion, which the fiibjedl 
could infpire. Ifaac's body is a fine piece of 
anatomy, and colouring. The angel is a bad 
figure, and injures the whole. The falling 
knife is an unpleafant circumflance fo near the 
eye. Bodies in motion fhould never be brought 

clofe to the fight. There is a peculiar 

delicacy in Abraham's covering his fon's face 

with his hand a delicacy which one fhould 

leafl have looked for in this mafler. We 
have a delicate touch of the fame kind in 
Virgil: but in Virgil we might expeft it* 
The palTage I allude to, is that, in which 
Daedalus is introduced reprefenting, in fculp-^ 
ture, the hiflory of his own life. When he 
comes to that part, in which his fbn vras 
concerned, the poet, with his ufual feeUng, 
tells us, the aatifl could not proceed : 

■■ ■ To 
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Partem operc in tanto, fineret dolore, Icare, haberet. 
Bis eonatus erat cafus effingere in auro : 
Bis patrisc cecidere maniis. ' 

The old man, and his fons, gathering fticks 
by Salvator, This picture is not painted in 
Salvator's ufual manner. Tho it cannot be 
called a rich piftuie j yet there arc many more 
lints employed, than in the prodigal fon, or 
in the 'generality of Salvator's hiftorical com- 
pofitions. For myfelf, I prefer his fober ftyle. 
Salvator can produce an effeft with his fober 
browns ; but does not (in this picture at leall) 
make cut fo good a one with a greater variety 
of colours. The compofition, and figures in 
this pifture are good : but I have no great 
reiifti for fuch low unmeaning fubjecls. (6. 
by 4. 2.) 

The adoration of the fliepherds, by Guido. 
The fmgle figures,, cfpecially their heads, and 
a6tions, are fine -, but a -whole is feldom found 
in an Italian pifture. This is an o6fagon, on 
every fide, 3. 

Scipio's continence, by Nic. Pouflin. The 
great beauty of this pii5lure confifts in the 
chaftnefs, and clalfical purity of its ftyle. We 
admire the elegance, and fimplicity of the 

whole i 
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whole ; tho in the compofition there is nothing 
very ftriking. With regard to particulars — 
excellence, and defeft, are pretty equally diftri- 
buted among the figures. (5. 2. by 3. 8,) 

Mofes ftriking the rock, by Nic. Pouffin. 
This is- by many degrees, a more mafterly 
perfoiittance, than its companion* It's purity 
of ftyle is the fame : but the compofition, the 
groups, and figures are all better. The prin- 
cipal figure is not perhaps enough principal. 
The great deficiency of this pi6lure is in the 
diftribution of light* It is not maffed fo as 

to make a whole. This piece was painted 

by Nic. Pouffin for Stella, who afterwards, in 
compliment, engraved it. (6. 3* by 3. 1 1.) 

The adoration of the Magi, by C. Maratt. 
I thought this the beft pi6hire of Maratt's 
I had ever feen. There is great fimplicity in 
the whole ; and the figures are fine. — » — But 
it is a pity this mafter could paint nothing 
without a profufion of ftaring colours. (6. j j * 

by 4. 4.) 

Solomon's idolatry, by Stella. This is the 
only piece lever faw by this mafter. It repre- 
fcnts Solomon fa,crificing, in the midft of his 
idolatrous women ; and exhibits a very high 
fccne of what may be -called, voluptuous devo- - 

tion. 



tion. We cannot have a ftronger idea of the 
afFefting ftoi7 of that wife profligate. It h 
painted on black, and gold marble ; which is, 
in many parts, left as the ground ; and gives 

a great riclinefs to the picture. The 

charafteriftic of this piece is elegance, which 
is difplayed in the whole^ and in every part. 
(3. 5. by I. 10.) 

A fea-port by Claude Lorain. If the moft 
vivid effufions of light, and the moft har- 
monious touches of nature can make a good 
landfcape, this undoubtedly is one. But here 
is no country defcribed ; no beautiful obje(5ts ; 
no fliapes ; no compofition. 

The other picture by the fame hand, in this 
galleiy, defcribes a pleafing country : but, for 
want of good compofition, all its beauteous 
tints, and hues of nature, can fcarcc bring the 

eye to it with pleafure. On the account 

of this great deficiency in compofition, obvious 
in fo many of the works of Claude, I have 
thought few mafters ai'e lefs indebted to the 
engraver, than he is. The print gives us the 
compojition chiefly of the mafter, which is what 
we leaft value in Claude. But it can give us 
no idea of that lovely colouring, in which 
alone his works excell all others. 

B SECT. 
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SECT. VIII. 

ClINCE thefe remarks were made, this grand 
colleftion of pitflures hath been fold to 
the emprefs of Ruffiaj and now exifts m 
England only in the prints, which that great 
encourager of the arts, Mr. Alderman Boydell, 
hath had engraved from them. The drawings, 
from which thefe prints were made, adorn a 
gallery in Pall-Mall, which the alderman built 
on purpofe to receive them. I never faw thefe 
drawings ; but from the hands employed on, 
them, I fuppofe they are good. 

For the amufement of the reader, I fhall 
annex to my own remarks, the value which 
was fet on each picture by the Empref; 
agents. It will appear, that the valuer of 
colle£lion of pictures hath not weighed 
in my fcales. Which of us is r'li 
my part to decide. All I can fay i 

F 2 
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pricty on the fubjeft, is, firft, that I en- 
deavoured, as well as I could, to appreciate 
the value of each pifbire by its approach to 
nature; or it's conformity to the rules of 

art and, fecondly, that I well know, 

connoiffeurs are often guided by prejudices. 
A mafter may be famous for fome particular 
mode of colouring, to the negleft of every 

thing elfe or he may be famous for 

drawing — ^— or for the fcarcity of his pictures 
—— or perhaps he may be a fafhionable p^n- 
tcr. From the influence of all thefe things, 
it often happens, that pictures may be con- 
iidered as pofleffing more merit, than they 
really have^ 

After all, however thefe pifhires might have 
been valued (as they ought) not according to 
thdr real merit ; but according to their f ale able 
qualities ; and if fo, I may have only to oppofe 
the tricks and artifices of a few pifture-deal^ 
ers ; not the fettled judgment of any diflin- 
guifhed lovers of the art. 

Horfe's head, by Vandyck - • 50 

Battle^ by Julio Rcnnano - ^ 150 

Suf^mah, by Reubens - - 80 

Liftdfcape, by Swanevelt * - 30 

Jupiter, 



250 



Jupiter and Europa, after Guido - 40 
Galatea, by Zimeni - _ ^ 40 
A Woverman _ _ _ 
Venus, by Sacchi 
Holy family. Da Reggio - - 70 
Architedlure, by Stcenwych - - 80 
A cook's rtiop, by Teniers - - 800 
A cook's fhop, by De Vos - - 200 
Bacchanalian, by Reubens - - 250 
Nativity, by Cignani _ _ _ 250 
Sir Thomas Chaloner, by Vandyck - 200 
Sir Thomas Grelham, by Ant. More 40 
Erafmus, by Holbein - _ _ 40 
A friar's head, by Reubens _ _ ^o 
Fr. Hall, by himfclf - - _ ^o 
School of Athens, by Le Brun - 250 
Rembrandt's wife, by Rembrandt - 300 
Reubens' wife, by Reubens - _ 60 
A head, by Salvator _ - . ^o 
Inigo Jones, by Vandyck - ~ jo 
Two ruins, by Viviano - , 40 
Daughters of lord Wharton, by Vandyck 20a 
Judgment of Paris, and fleeping Bac- 
chus, by Jordano - - - ^00 
Charles I. and his queen, by Vandyck 400 
Lord Wharton, by Vandyck - 200 
Lord Wandesfordj by Vandyck - 1 50 
F 3 Lady 
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Lady Wharton, by Vandyck » • i oo 

Jane Wenman, by Vandyck - i oo 

Chrift*s baptifm, by Albano - 700 

St* Stephen, by Le Soeur - - 500 

Holy family, by Vandyck - - 1 600 

Magdalen, by Reubens - - 1600 

Holy family, by Cantarini - - 300 

Holy family, by Titian v - 100 

Simeon, by Guido ^ r * 150 

Virgin, by Aug. Caracci - ' - 200 

Titian's fen, and nurfe, by Titian - 100 

Holy family, by Sa|to - - 250 

Affumption, by Morillio - - 700 

Adoration, by Morillio r - 600 

Cyclops, by Jordano •* ^ ?- 200 

Daedalus, by Le Brun - ^ , 1- 1 50 

Clement IX., by Carl. Mai'att - 250 

Galatea, and ifs companion ^ - 500 

Holy family, by Carl. Maratt - 80 

Virgin and Jefus, by C. Maratt - 200 

St. Caecilia, by C. Maratt «• - 260* 

Affumption, by C. Maratt - ^ 100 

Virgin and Jofeph, by C. Maratt ^ 150 

St. Catharine's marriage, by C. Maratt 100 

Virgin in the clouds, by C. Maratt 60 

St. John, by C. Maratt - - 60 

Venus and Cupid, by C. Mai:att - 150 

Holy 
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Holy family, by Beretoni - - 2*0 

AlTumption, by Beretoni - - 80 

Pool of Bethefda — Chrift on the 
mount — Apollo, and Daphne 
— Bacchus, and Ariadne, by 
Chiari _ _ _ 

Apollo — Diana, by Rofalba 
Drawing of a head, by Raphael - 100 

St, Catharine, by Guido - _ 20 

Biith of the Virgin, and prefentation, 

by Jordano - - _ - 60 

Flight into Egypt, by Morillio - 300 

Crucifixion, by Morillio - - iijo 

Hercules, and Omphale, by Romanelli 100 

Holy family, by Pouflin - - 800 

Reubens' wife, by Vandyck - - 600 
Reubens' family, by Jord. of Ant- 
werp - - - ^ ^ 400 
Winter, by Giacomo Baflan - ~ 100 

Summer, by Leonardo Baflan - 100 

Boors, by Teniers - - J50 

Chrifl: appearing to Mary, by P. Cor- 

tona _____; 
Judgment of Paris ; and of Midas, by 
Scavoni _ _ - . 

Chrift intombed, by Parmigiano 

F 4 
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Adoration of the Magi, by V. Breughel loo 

Virgin and child, by Barocchio - 50 

Venus, by A. Caracci - - " 7^ 

Head, by Dobfon - - - 2 c 

St. John, by C. Dolci - - - 70 

Innocent X. by Velafco - - 60 

Boy*s head, by Luti - - - 20 

Friars, and it*s companion, by J. Miol 120 

Dying officer, by Bourgognione - 100 

It's companion - . ^ - ^o 

Boors, by Teniers - - - 50 

Boors, by Oftadc - - - 30 
Chrift in the fepulchre, by Giacomo 

Baflan - - - - 40 

Holy family, by Wiliberts - - 40 

Holy family, by Rottenhammer - 40 

Virgin and Child, by Alex, Veronefe 40 

Soldiers, by S. Rofa - -^ - 50 

Virgin, by Morillio - - - 80 

Virgin, by Seb. Concha - - 20 

Edward VI. by Holbein - - 100 

Laban, by Sebaf. Bourdun - - 200 

Banquetting-houfe ceiling, by Reubens 100 

Six Iketches, by Reubens - - 600 

Bathflieba, by VehderwerfFe - - 700 

Two flower-pieces, by V. Huyfum - 1200 

Chrifl 



Chrift and Mary, by Phil. Laura - loo 
Holy family, by Bellino - - 60 
Two landfcapes, by Bourgognione - 100 
Two landfcapes, by Gafp. PouiTin - 40 
Holy family, by Ponzoni - - 160 
Death of the Innocents, by Seb. Bour- 
don _ - _ - _ ^QO 

Death of Jofeph, by Velafco - - 200 

St. Chriftopher, by Elflieimer - - ro 

Lord Danby, by Vandyck - - 200 
Two pictures of the Afcenfion, by P, 

Vcronefe - _ _ _ 200 
Doftors of the church, by Guido - 3500 
Prodigal, by S. Rofa _ - _ ^00 
Meleager, by Reubens - - - 300 
Four markets, by Snyders - - 1000 
Curtius, and Cocks, by Mola, together 800 
Lions, by Reubens - - - 100 
Architefturc, by Polidore, or J. Ro- 
mano - - - - - 300 
Two old women's heads, by Reubens, 

and Boll _ - _ _ 200 

Cupid, by EUz. Sirani - - _ 60 
Holy family, by Procacino 
Ufurer, by QJVTatfis _ _ - 
Job's friends, by Guido 
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Europa, by P. Brill, and Africa 
Dives and Lazarus, by P. Veronefe 
Expofition of Cyrus, and its compa- 
nion, by Caftiglione 
Adoration, by Old Palma 
Holy family, by Old Palma 
Moon-light, by Reubens - r 

Nymph and Shepherd, by Car. Cignani 
[Emblematic pifture, by Bouixlon 
Abraham, and Hagar, by P. Cortona 
Abraham, and Ifaac, by Rembrandt - 
Old man, and his fons, by S • Rofa 
Adoration of the Shepherds, by Guido 
Continence of Scipio, by Pouffin 
Mofes ftriking the rock, by Pouffin 
Intombing Chrift, by L. Caracci 
The infant Mofes, by Le Soeur 
Adoration of the Magi, by C. Maratt 
Cattle, by Teniers - . ^ 

Landfcape, by G. Pouffin 
Laft fupper, by Raphael ' 
Solomon's idolatry, by Stella 
Two landfcapes, by C. Lorain 
Two landfcapes, by G. Pouffin 
Joconda, miftrefs to Francis L r- 

Apollo, by Cartarini ^ - „ 



300 
100 

300 
250 
200 
300 
200 
200 
1000 
250 
250 
400 
600 
900 
300 

300 

150 
100 

500 

250 

1200 

250 

100 

Holy 
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Holy family, by Caftelli 
Ganymede, by M. Ang. Buon. : 
Virgin and Child, by Dominic : 
Salutation, by Albani 



200 
100 
J 00 
200 
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SECT. IX. 

T^ROM Houghton we proceeded to Jiolkam., 
over furzy downs, and beautiful fheep- 
walks ; on which great numbers of fheep were 
grazing in feparate flocks, and gave feme life to 
a country, otberwife but uninterefting. 

At Slower, the road enters fandy lanes, with 
neat clipped-hedges; but barren of wood. As 
we approach the fea, the ground rifes in feveral 
parts. 



Holkani ftands on an eafy eminence. A 
beautiful piece of water is the firft objeft, that 
ftrikes the eye ; and an ifland, well-wooded, 
gives it variety. The front of the houfe is 
elegant; tho perhaps too much broken. — • — 
This was however all we could fee ; for tho we 
had, with fome inconvenience, accommodated 
ourfelves to the day, on which alone we were 
informed. 



J 
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informed, the houfe was to be feen ; yet when 
we arrived on the fpot, we found a new diffi- 
culty. It feems the perquifites for fhewing it 
are affigned to an old houfe-keeper, and as fhe 
happened to be out of the way, no entrance 
could be obtained. 



/ From HolKam we purfued the road to Wells ; 
and came upon a fea-coaft diverfified with a 
iinall winding river — a village — a harbour 
— and a grove — all good objefts ; yet they are 
fo fep'arated, and detached^ that they no where 
appeared to advantage. 



Welh is a difagreeable dirty filhing-town. A 
little beyond it, Stiffkey appears from the higher 
grounds, pleafantly feated on a rivulet, in a 
hollow, decorated with trees ; and adorned 
with ruins. On a nearer approach, the ruin? 
have a good efFeft. 

From Stiffkey the road paffes through plea- 
sant lanes, and leaving Cley on the left, leads 
to Holt I a clean, neat village. In our way vre 
propofed to take Wolterton and Blicklin^ the 

feats 



feats of Lord Walpole, and the Earl of Buck- 
ingham. 

Lord Walpole's contains nothing very inte- 
refting. A coUeftion of chalky portraits, I know 
not by whom, of the late royal family, adorn 
the belt rooms j together with a family-pi£lure, 
well compofed ; but in the fame ftyle of colour- 
ing. In the Jlate-room hang two pieces of 

dead game over the doors. The compofition and 
light in both are good. That with the water- 
fall is the beft. 



From Wolterton the road continues, through 
pleafant lanes, to Blicklin. The approach 
opens with noble views of meadow- lawns, and 
ancient woods, which fpeak the antiquity of 
the place. The weather however permitted us 
not to walk much abroad. The houfe is one of 
thofe manfions, which cany us into the times 
of our fore-fathers. The moat, the bridges, 
the turrets, the battlements are all imprefled 
with the ideas of antiquity. A tale of woe 
alfo contributes to dignify this manfion. It 
was the birth-place of the unfortunate Ann 

Bolen. Blicklin is now very expenfively 

fitted up, and contains many grand rooms, in 

which 
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ornamented by difiant woods, and two or three 
hazy towers. 

But the heaths foon prevail ; and become both 
foreground, and diftance without any variety. 
The road leads between the bare mounds of 
new-inclofed commons ; nor does the eye find 
any thing to reft on, till within a mile of Nor- 
wich. At that diftance a grand view prefents 
itfelf of the town, lying on a gentle declivity, 
ftretching over a large compafs of ground ; and 
adorned with feveral towers, and fpires. The 
whole is crowned with a mafly fquare building, 
which we found afterwards to be the caftle, 
appearing in the diftance to ftand on a hill, in 
the middle of the town. It is a magnificent 
ruin, but too regular. On entering the 
fuburbs, the eye lofes it : but the entrance into 
the yard of the King*s-head iniv prefents it again 
in great beauty. You fee it through the arched 
gate-way, which throws it into good per- 
Ijpeftive*. 

Norwich is a large town, at leaft three 
miles in circumference. The river Yar (fome- 
times called the Wanfiim) runs a mile along 



* I believe a hpufe ifr now built, which intercepts the view. 

. the 



the eaftern fide of it, and defends it like a ditch. 
The other parts are funounded by a wall. It 
is a well-built, agreeable town. You fee 
order in every part. The great church is a 
Saxon pile ; but good architeclure of the kind. 
The clolfters arc very noble. The caftle-hill 
affords a rich, tho not a piflurefque view ; and 
the bridge over the caftle-ditch, with all It's 
appendages, would make a grand pii51:ure. 
The Yar from Norwich {to which it is naviga- 
ble for large barges) purfues a winding courfe 
to Yarmouth, where it forms the peninfula, on 
which that town ftands, and where it makes 
one of the beft natural harbours in England. 



From Norwich we fet out for Iplwich. 
The road leads through lanes ; and the coun- 
try is well wooded. Tho flat, it is not unplea- 
fant, as far as we could judge from feeing it 
through a drizzling rain. 



Near Scole we crofTed the Waveny ; which 

divides Norfolk from Suffolk. This river, 

after running fifty miles towards the fea in an 

eaftern direflion, and approaching it's very 

G 2 fhores. 
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fhores, is oppofed by a rifing ground, which 
gives it an abrupt direftion ahnoft due north. 
This leads it to the river Yar; and tho it's 
waters are fufficient to give name to a harbour' 
of it's own, it merely aflifts as a fecondary river, 
in deepening, and enlarging the harbour of 
Yarmouth. The meadows lying along the 
banks of the Waveny, (which paffes through 
them with an even, gentle courfe) are fuppofed 
to be among the richeft in England. Here 
befides the cattle of the country, numerous 
herds of ftarved cattle from the highlands of 
Scotland, find their way. Of fuch pafturage 
they had no idea. Here they lick up grafs by 
mouthfuUs : the only contention is, which of 
them can eat the moft, and grow fat the fooneft. 
When they have gotten' fmooth coats, and 
fwagging fides, they continue their journey 
to the capital, and prefent themfelves in Smith- 
field, where they find many admirers. 



About eight miles before we reach Iplwich, 
tiiie country aflumes a more variegated face. 
The village of Stoneham, which ftands high, 
incompaffed with wood, makes a pidurefque 
appearance £rom the oppofite hill. 

The 



x 



The country ftill improves as we approach 
Ipfwich, but chiefly in near views, Pleafing 
woody fcenes open firft on one hand ; and 
then on the other : villas and villages adorn 
the landfcape on every fide; and here and 
there, a beautiful diftance openSj which was 
now become a novelty. 

About the feventh ftone Mr. Bacon's at 
Codenham, affords a fcene of noble oaks riling 
on the left, a little above the road. His houfe 
juft opens, and fhuts, among the trees, as we 
glide paft. 

Ipfwich is a large, incumbered, unpleafant 
place. The market-houfe is an old rotunda, 
fupported by wooden pillars, with a figure of 
juftice on the top. The form is not unpleafmg. 



On leaving Ipfwich we took the Colchefter- 
road, through fandy, heavy lanes. The 
country is like wliat we had left ; but in a 
lefs pi(5lurefque ftyle of landfcape. About 
fix miles from Ipfwich the lanes open upon 
a woody fcene, which looks like the Ikirts of 
feme vart foreft. 

This fcenery being removed, the road is 

adorned with two or three beautiful dips, on 

G 3 the 
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the left, interfperfcd with cottages, and a variety 
of fine wood. Beyond thefe is a good diftance* 
Soon after the tower of Dedham-church makes 
a piftijrefque appearance. 

Having prefented us with thefe views, the 
road fuddenly fhuts in all objefts ; dives into 
a fhady bottom ; and carries us into Stratford 
St. Mary's ; which is the laft town in Suffolk. 



The cattle, through all this country, are 
a beautiful breed of cream-coloured beafls^ 
without horns. 



SECT. 



SECT. XI. 

/^N entering EfTex, the road is more than 
pleafant. It leads through woody lanes; 
which grow ftill more beautiful, as we ap- 
proach Colchefter. Ardky-woods, which in 
a manner furrounded us, afforded every where 
the moft plealing fylvan fcenes — forr.etiracs 
retiring to a diftance — fometimes advanc- 
ing — now incircling a common with it's 
cottages ; and forming a back-ground behind 
them — then clofmg up the whole road, fo 
as to leave the eye at a lofs, where it could 
break out. Nor were tliefe effects produced 
by copfe-wood, or paltry trees ; but by no- 
ble oaks, and elms ; many of which, even 
fmgle, had dignity enough to grace a fccne. 
As this fcenery removed, Colchefter ap- 
peared at a mile's diftance, ftretching along 
the declivity of a hill. We circled the town ; 
G 4 and 
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and had a fine winding view of it, as we 
approached; entering it by St. Leonard's, 
where it makes a pifturefque appearance. 
The caftle is a * fquare, heavy building, like 
many we had feen; but the ruins of St. 
Botolph's, in the middle of the town, are 
beautiful. 



As we left Colchefter, on the oppofite fide, 
Ottr delightful fcenery vaniftied : and the road 
led through garden-grounds ; low cut hedges ; 
and a naked country. 

About the forty-ninth ftone, we enter a 
flat common, where Cromweir? army fat 
<lown to befiege Colchefter. His intrench- 
ments ftill make a formidable figure on the 
heath. The defence of this place was 
among the moft foldierly aftions of the war ; 
sttid the furrender of it among the moft de- 
plorable. No fcene of the higheft finiflied 
tragedy can go beyond thofe ftrokes of nature, 
which the noble hiftorian of the times has 
given us in describing the execution of thofe 
gallant ofiicers, fir Charles Lucas, and fir 
George Lifle. The former, iho of morofe 
conver fetion, was in the day of battle a gaU 

lant 



lant man to look upon, and follow : the latter, 
to the fiercenefs of his courage added the fiftejl 
and moji gentle nature — loas kind to all 
— beloved of all, and without a capacity to 
make an enemy. Sir Charles fell firft; on 
which fir George (looping down, embraced 
him. He then flood up ; and turning to 
the file of mufketcers, who flood ready with 
their prefented arms, defired them to flep 
a little nearer. I'll warant yo\i, fir, faid one 
of them, well hit you. " My friends, faid fu" 
George fmiling, I have been nearer you, 

when you have miffed me." The ftoiy 

is told at length in lord Clarendon with 
many afFefting circumflanccs. 



About five miles from Colchefler, the woods 
meet us again, on the right ; but keep at 
too great a diflance. The lanes ftill con- 
tinue beautiful ; tlio adorned only with pol- 
lards. 

At the forty-third flone wc had a grand 
diflance, compofcd of a noble continu: 
of woods, belonging to lord Grimflon ; \ 
(after we had pafTed Kelveden, a fweet i 
are taken up by Mr. Ducane's v> 
3 
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continue as far as Witham, a pleafant, airy, 
clean town. 

From hence to Chelmsford we had pleafant 
lanes. The country is flat, and woody. 
About the thirty-fecond ftone, lord Wal- 
tham's woods begin to make a fine appear- 
ance on the right; and are anfwered by 
another range on the left. The former foon 
advance to the road, forming by degrees an. 
avenue, a mile long. The woods, on the 
other fide, retire, and become the boundary to 
a noble bay of flat rich country. 

Lord Waltham's houfe, to which the avenue 
leads, was once a royal manfion; and after- 
wards belonged to general Monk. We did 
not fee it; but from the tradition of the 
country, it has once been a vaft edifice: 
The kitchen contained fix lai'ge fire ranges; 
each range occupying fifteen feet. In the cen- 
tre was a bull ring. The bull was firft baited 
in the kitchen, and afterwards roafted whole. 
Upon the landing of the great ftair-cafe, a 
coach, and fix might have turned. The 
hall, which is the only part of this pro* 
digious pile now remaining, is fixty feet 
high. 

Chelmsford 



Chelmsford appears to advantage, as we 
approach it. The tower of the church is 
itfelf a good objedl ; and is feen to advan- 
tage by the rich countiy, which is fpread 
behind it. From hence the road affords 
little variety. Near the twenty-ninth ftone, 
a bridge and other circumftances might be 
improved into a good view ; and between the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth Hones, the 
road rifes beautifully, as if it entered a wood. 
Ingatfton -tower, furroundcd with wood, is a 
good objeft, as we approach the town. 



Between Ingatfton and Bumtwood, we 
turned a Uttle to the left, to fee lord Petre's 
new houfe ; which prefents a fcene of great 
magnificence. It's fituation, and extenfive 
view — the woods around it — and the form 
of the building, are all in the grandeft ftyle. 
The houfe itfelf is not a pleafmg object. 
Neither front is elegant; and the little win- 
dows in the principal one, are much the 
reverfe. When you enter it, the lownefs of 
the hall hurts tlie eye. The apartments 

indeed 
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indeed are magnificent; and to this every 
thing fecms to have been facrificed. Even 
the ftair-cafe is fuch only as belongs to a 
private houfe. The true ftyle of aixhitefture 
unites beauty, convenience, and grandeur, 
(where neceflary,) both in the parts, and in 
the whole. On this journey, we had feen 
a noble inftance of this union in Wanfted- 
houfe. 

Bumtwood is an agreeable, clean, thorough- 
fai'e village. 

From Thurdon-hill, near this place, as 
we emerged from a dark lane, (which is 
among the beft modes of exhibiting a dif- 
tance,) is difplayed a very grand view of 
the Thames, winding through, what appears 
to be, a vaft vale, bounded, on one fide, by 
the high grounds, on which we flood, and 
on the other by the Kentifh hills. No part 
of England* affords a grander fpecimen , of 
this mode of fcenery. Rivers, and vales we 
often fee: but fuch a river as the Thames, 
winding through fuch countries as Kent, 
and EfTex, is a fight we feldom meet with. 



See Obfer?ati<mt on the (buthern coafts of England, p. 79. 

To 
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To the grandeur of this river-view we may 
add the fcene of navigation, which it con- 
tinually difplays. 

Our ftage to Rumford was a little varied 
with rifing grounds : but the environs qf 
London began now to break in upon us ; 
and every rural idea was totally loft. 



i 



OBSERVATIONS 



ON SEVERAL PARTS OF 



NORTH WALES; 



RELATIVE CHIEFLY TO 



PICTURESQUE BEAUTY; 



MADE 



IN THE SUMMER OF THE YEAR 177J. 



SECT. I. 

TJUSINESS carried us firft to Manchefter ; 
from whence we fet out for Chefter. 
The country as far as Alteringham, is flat, 
and woody. Dunham-hall, a feat of the earl 
of Stamford's, ftands in a park which contains 
fome of the ftateliell timber in the countiy. 
Here the hern, a great admirer of lofty trees, 
has made a numerous fettlement. The woods 
croud up to the roads ; and as you ride pafb, 
you juft get a catch of the houfe, through two 
or three old-fafhioned openings. From hence 
the road leads along pleafant lanes, in view of 
two or three large pieces of water ; and paffes 
clofe by Tabley, a handfome houfe, belonging 
to Sir John Leicefter. 



Northwich was our next ftage. Near this 

town is fliewn one of the greateft curiofities in 

England. In novels we often read of in- 

H chanted 
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chanted caftles. Here is feen, what may well 
be called, an inchanted cathedral. The road 
to it indeed is not the moft convenient. You 
are let down in a bafket, through an opening 
in the earth, at leaft a hundred and fifty feet. 
But this gives it only a more romantic air. 
When you arrive at the bottom, you find your- 
felf in . a moft magnificent ftrufture. For 
what purpofe defigned, or by what art of man 
contrived, and thus erefted in the bowels of 
the earth, you are at a lofs to conceive. The 
largeft cathedral compared to it, ^ is a mole-hill 
near a mountain. It's arched roof is formed 
of fpkndid cryftal ; and is fupported by innu- 
merable rows of pillars compofed of the fame 
rich materials. The pavement glitters like 
glafs. Windows it can have none, fa deep 
below the furface. But windows are unnccef- 
fery : it is illumined with various lights hung 
up among the pillars, which being reflefled 
frcMn bright furfaces in every direfiion, are 
multiplied into thoufands. One may almoil: 
ipeak of them in the language of poetry : 



From the arched roof. 



Htndent by fubtU magic, many a row 
Of 0arry lamps, and bluing crefcents, fed 
With naptha, and afpfaaltus, yielded light 
As from a iky^ 

In 



In fome parts of this fuperb edifice, the orna- 
ments appear to be Gothic ; in others, Gre- 
cian : but as you examine it nicely, you find it 
cannot exactly be reduced to the rules of any 
order. In fhort, it appears to be an amazing 
piece of perfpe6live, conftrudled in a mode of 
architefture wholly it's own. I am forry to 
defcend from thefe lofty ideas by adding, that I 
have only been defcribing the falt-pits at North- 
wich. And yet I have no doubt, but if any one, 
unacquainted with them, fhould be let down in 
his fleep, and left to awake at his leifure, he 
would find this defcription fall fliort of the 
firft idea that would ftrike him. 



Soon after we leave Northwich, we enter 
Delamere-foreft, which, tho a wild, heathy, 
country, affords the ground-plot of a noble 
fcene. The parts are large, with many confi- 
derable hills, and fmaller inequalities. The 
intcrfeftions alfo among them, are often plea- 
fing. If the whole were woody, as it once 
probably was, it might afford many beautiful 
foreft-views — roads winding through woods ; 
and lawns interfperfcd with groves, or bounded 
by the dark recefies of the foreft ; the wild 
H 2 deer 
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dtef every where ftarting from the brakes, 
bounding along the plains, grazing in herds, 
or repofing in groups. If our anceftors firxarted 
under foreft-laws, they had at leaft the com- 
penfation of beautiful landfcape. 

Delamere-foreft is i gentle rife through the 
fpace of fix, or feven miles. Yet gentle as it 
is, continued through fo long a traft, the 
afcent becomes confiderable ; and when we ap- 
proach the end of the foreft, we find ourfelves 
mounted on a vaft terrace, firom whence the 
ey6 is carried far, and wide, over a flat coun-« 
try, bounded by the Welfh mountains. Under 
which appear in remote diftance, the windings 
of the Dee, and the towers of Chefter. In 
the middle fpace ftands Beefton^cafiJe, feated 
proudly on the brow of a hill. It's fituation 
is one of the moft impregnable, in England. 
The hill is fteep and rocky; oppofing all ac- 
cefs, but by a fingle pkth on the eafl:. * Our 
views of it from the heights of Delamere, 
(hewed it in a more connefled, and pifturefque 
form, than when it appears infulatcd, as it 
does on a nearer approach. The caftle itfelf, 
which was built about the year 1200, was 
equal in ftrength to the fituation it occupies. 
It was fuppTied with water by a well, which feems 

to 



to have been a work of aftonifliing labour ; 
having been hewn through at leafl: a hundred 
yards of folid rock. The caftle, tho npw in 
ruins, was ftrgng enough, fo late in hiftoiy as 
the laft civil wars, to undergo two vigorous 
fiegcs. It held for the king. The parliament- 
troops aflaulted it during four months ; when 
they were beaten off by prince Rupert. In the 
following year it fufFered a longer fiege, and 
was at length reduced. Ruined however as it 
now is, the countiy-peoplc in it's neighbour- 
hood reft ftill on a prophecy, that in fome fu- 
ture time, Beefton-caftle Ihall be reftored, and 
contribute to fave all England. I Ihould add, 
that fome of it's ruins are very pifturefque; 
efpecially the grand entrance. 



As we approach Chefter, the winding of the 
Dec has a good efte6l. Ancient towns, Ijke 
this, are among the noblelT: records of hiftory. 
The Romans firft diftinguiftied Chefter as a mi- 
litary ftation. Here was polVed the legion fur- 
named wtS'/VAT; of which thefpade difcovers ma- 
ny remains — votive altars, and bricks infcribed 
with it's name and title. In after ages, king 
Edgar made it a feat of royal reiidence. Here 
H 3 Jie 
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tained, The fiege of Mold is mentioned by 
the Welfli hiftorians, among the moft fplendid 
aftions of their annals. The bards of the day, 
made it little inferior to the fiege of Troy, 
But all it's heroical monuments are now loft, 
together with the names of the hei'oes, and 
their gallant atehievements. The towers of 
the caftle, and it's very foundations are all 
blended together ; and nothing remains of this 
celebrated objedl of contention, but a few heaps 
of earth. The mere fite of the caftle is all, 
that can be traced. 

We build with what we deem, eternal rock ; 
A diftant age afks, where the fabric ftood ? 
While in the duft, fiftedy and fearched in vain. 
The undif<zo>erable fecret fleeps. 



From Mold the country becomes ftill wilder. 
The hcijghts rife into mountains ; finooth in- 
deed, arid rarely decorated with rock; but 
fteep, and lofty. Some of them we traverfed ; 
dipping, at intervals, into little fertile vallies^ 
arid mounting again the oppofite hills, till at 
length we came to the heights of Penbarris; 
from the brow of which, we had a view into 
ftit beautiful and extenfive vale of Cluyd* 

Down 



Down the formidable fteep of this mountain 
we defcended rapidly into the town of Ruthin, 
which ftands at the bottom of it, and about 
the middle of the vale. 

Every little town in Wales boafts it's anti- 
quities. At Mold we found theyf/f of a caftle. 
Here we found the ruins of one. Ruthin- 
caftle was the ancient defence of the avenues 
into the vale of Cluyd, in this part. It's fitu- 
ation is curious. It ftands on a rifmg ground, 
in a difh of mountains ; arid if it had ever 
been in the hands of any chieftain, who had 
tafte in landf«ape, it might eafily, with a little 
planting on the fore -ground, have been made 
beautiful, without lofs either of ftrength or 
dignity. 



The vale of Cluyd, whicli we had now en- 
tered, is defervedly celebrated by all travellers. 
It is chiefly indeed confidered as a rich fcene 
of cultivation ; but it abounds alfo with pic- 
turefque beauty. It is vei^ extenfivc ; not lefs 
than twenty-four miles in length ; and fix, 
feven, and fometimes eight, in breadth ; and 
is almpft every where fl^reencd by lofty moun- 
tains, which are commonly ploughed at the 
bottom, 
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bottom, and pafturcd at the top, as is com- 
mon in all rough countries. It was the prac- 
tice in Virgil's time : 



Serunt, Sc vomere duras 



Exercent coUes ; atq. horum afpenima pafcunt* 

ft 

Within thefe bold limits the vale forms one 
large fegment of a circle, varied only in diffe- 
rent parts by little mountain-receffes, which 
break the regularity of the fweep. The area 
of this grand fcene is in fome parts open, and 
extended, affording the moft amufing diftances : 
in other parts, it is full of little knolls, and 
hillocks, and thickly planted with wood. The 
great want it fuflains^ is that of water. Many 
little rivulets find their way through it ; parti- 
cularly the Cluyd, from whence it takes it's 
name -, but none of them is in any degree equiva- 
lent to the fcene. The Cluid itfelf is but a 
diminutive flream. At one end indeed the 
vale wants no decoration of this kind, as it 
opens to the fea. The other end is lofl in 
mountains. About Ruthin the fcene is 
woody; and continues fo, near fix miles far-r 
ther, till we reach Denbigh. Here the view 
becomes more extenfive, and opens towards St. 
Afaph^ upon a wide and fpaciousi flat called 

4 Rhyddland- 



Rhyddland-marfh, from a caftle of that name, 
which formerly guarded its confines. 



As we approach Denbigh, it's caftle, feated 
on the lofty fummit of an inclined plane, 
makes a noble appearance. The hill, on which 
it ftands, is a llmeftone-rock, and is the more 
remarkable, as we obferved no other rock in 
the vale. 

The caftle, which is about a mile in cir- 
cumference, is broken into fo many parts, that, 
on the fpot, no good view can be obtained of 
the whole together. But many of the parts 
are beautiful in themfelves ; particularly the 
gate of the inner-caftle, which is a noble 
fragment. 

The beft appearance which the caftle of 
Denbigh makes altogether^ is from the parks. 
The ruins there, are pi6lurefque, defcending 
the rock, from the inner-caftle, which is the 
higheft part, to the well-tower, which is the 
loweft. This latter work takes its name from 
defending a well, at the bottom of the rock, 
which fupplied the garrifon with water. Lam- 
bert, who came before this caftle, in the civil 
war, found every part fo inacceflible, that he 

began 
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tcgan to fear the event ; till he was fortunate 
enough to fap the welLtower, on which the 
garrifon furrendered. 

In the caftle of Denbigh is a Angular ruin, 
the original intention of which is not very 
apparent. It is moft like a church ; and yet 
unlike any ftrufture of that kind in ufe. It 
confifts only of one fingle area. Nothing re- 
mains, but walls ; in which are nine windows 
on each fide. The length of the building is 
fifty-feven paces ; and the breadth twenty-five. 
At the eaft end a good diftance opens along 
the vale, towards St. Afaph. 

Denbigh is an inconfiderable town ; but the 
country around it is beautiful, and various. 
Among the hills are fequeftered fcenes ; while 
the vale fiirnifhes open views, with diftances ;. 
and a fea-coaft is hard at hand. 



The woody fcenes of Gwaynynog, the feat 
of Col. Myddelton, about two miles from 
Denbigh, are worth vifiting. Gwaynynog 
Hands in the middle of apleafant park: but 
the beauty of the place is a valley winding be- 
hind the houfc. 

The 



*rhe pleafmg regularity of this fweet recels, 
— the feveral glades into which it opens ; and 
the fcqueftered fcenes with which thefe glades 
are often clofed — the river, proportioned to 
the valley — the fide-fcreens varioufly adorned 
with wood} and the path judicioufly con- 
du6led through the whole, are all very beau- 
tiful. From the higher grounds the caftle of 
Denbigh makes a good objeft. 



Lleweny, the feat of Sir Lynch Cotton, lies 
about two miles on the other fide of Denbigh ; 
and in a fituation very different from that of 
Gwaynynog. Col. Myddelton's ftands on the 
edge of the vale ; and has the advantage of the 
fmuous parts of one of the hills, which com- 
pofe it. Lleweny, with a fcreen of wood 
behind it, lies at the bottom of the vale, and 
has a large portion of it in profpeft, of which 
Denbigh-caftle is the grand feature *. 



• Lleweny was afterwards purchafed by Mr. Fitv 
brother to the earl of Shdbiirti, who added a number of buildings 
to it, and turned it into a bleach ing-houfe. Here he lived with 
the affefted humility of a tradefman, and the pomp of a lord. It 
is faid, he ufcd to travel in his coai;h and fis to Cheller, and then 
fell his cloth behind a counter. 

But 
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But of all the beautiful fcenes in this neighs 
bourhood, the valley of CyfFredin pleafed U8 
moft. It lies about five miles weft of Den- 
bigh, upon the banks of the Elway ; which is 
a confiderable river. The high grounds, which 
lead into it, forrti ?dfo the fcreen of another 
valley, which unites with CyfFredin. This 
valley too is adorned with it's ftream, (tho 
much inferior to the Elway,) and with a va- 
riety of wood, and lawn* A little bridge, at 
the bottom, was a point,, from which we had 
a view of both vallies at once. But the views 
from the bridge itfelf, both above and bejow, 
foHcited moft of our attention. That part of 
this beautiful valley, which winds down the 
Elway, is fonned by a lofty fcreen of rock on 
the left, in which the principal feature is a 
cave ; and by a high woody bank on the right \ 
but the river taking a fhort turn, this part of 
the valley fbon winds out of fight. The other 
part, which runs up the ftream, continues at 
leaft a mile before the eye : both it's fcreens are 
woody, but are not fo lofty as thofe below the 
bridge. From hence we ftill purfiied our 
rout up the Elway, as far as Pont-newithj 

where 



where another bridge afforded us very beautiful 
views ; both below, and above the ftream. 

Having fpent a long morning among thefe 
pidlurefque fcenes, we left them, convinced 
that if our time had permitted us to follow 
tlie river farther, we ihould have been wel! 
rewarded for our labour. 



r 
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TpROM Denbigh, we fet out for Conway, 
^ the ifle of Anglefea, and the country about 
Snowdon. 

Our ride was barren, till we came to Pon- 
tralcoch. Here we again met the Elway j thq 
banks of which had given us fo much enter- 
tainment at CyfFredin. At Pontralcoch wc 
found a grand fingle arch thrown over the ri- 
ver. It ftands in the midft of a fpacious am- 
phitheatre of woody hills 3 which form a fcene 
correfponding with it in dignity. 

We found other pleafing views, while we 
continued in the neighbourhood of the Elway ; 
particularly (if I miftake not the name,) at 
Plalcoch ; where the river dividing into feveral 
channels forms a little plain into two or three 
woody iflands; which opening, and intercept- 
ing the view by turns, through the trees, made 
an agreeable fliifting fcene. This indeed is a 

I mere 
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mere miniature : but when the fcale is larger, 
and the materials of more confequence, and 
well put together, we fometimes fee beautifiil 
fcenery in this fpecies of landfcape* Not far 
from lience, the Elway joins the Cluyd -, and 
tho it is a ftream of much fuperior value j yet 
the Cluyd taking a dignity of charafteft from 
the grandeur of the vale, which it divides, car- 
ries the waters of the Elway, under ifs owfi 
name, into the fea. 

As we approach the end of the vale of Cluydj 
we feerthe laft hills, which compofe ifs fcrcens j 
piartixrularly thofe on the right, finking into 
Ae: extended plain of Rhyddland*marfh* This 
t^aft rfurfacewas varied with different tints 
melting into each other > but few objects ap- 
peared upon it, which had any diftin^t formi 
The tower of St* Afaph was almoft fiiigly con- 
fpicuous ; and a little to the left, the caftle of 
Rhyddland^ The marfh fpread far and wide in 
cvjery direction > and. beyond all appeared the 
fea. ' 

■ vAs we arrived nearer the clofe of the vale, 
the tower of St^ Afaph, and Rhyddland-caftle 
took each a higher ftaod, arid formed an agree* 
able combination with a bridge, which con- 
fined of feveral arches, and appeared as af 

fecond 
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(feeoiicl diftltnce. The fore^grtyund Was ccmi 
Jpofed of the Elway, and it's banks^ 

Our rout did not lead us into St^ Aikpti $ 
which offered no temptation to carry us out of 
our way. It is ah inconfiderable place* 

Here we forfook the vale of Cluyd, and tum-^ 
ing to the left, along the great Irifh road, we 
mounted higher grounds* From hence we 
had a ftill more extenfive view over Rhyddland- 
tnarfh) which on one fide is bounded by 
mountains j on the other by the fea* So yaft 
a fiat made a good diftance, and had it's tffeGt^ 
as we travelled among the woods of a lofty 
bank, which was every where rough and 
broken, and made an excellent contraft, as 
well as a fore-ground* The fpecies of land* 
fcape we had before us, is not unlike that de- 
fcribed at Cotefwold in Gloucefterfhire, from 
Crickly-hill * : only from that ftand was pre* 
fented a rich fcene -^-^ the vale of Severn; 
and here our diftance confifted of a bleak 
marfh. The marfh, no doubt, compofed a 
lefs amufmg mode of diftance than the valej 
yet when well inlightened, it was not deficient 



* Sec Obfibrvat. on tht Wy^ pt 7* 

12 in 



( 1x6 ) 

m beauty ; and being more fimple in it's com^ 
pofition, was. grander iij it's defign, 
;, ! As we left the confines^ of khyddland-marfh, 
the fea having now ftiU fcope, flpwed up to 
the very bafe of the high grounds, on whicl^ 
we fHU travelled; and formed them into pro- 
montories 5 fome of which were formidable. 
^ " Around yon cliff, (faid a peafant anfwer- 
ing fome of our inquiries,) runs a narrow 
road. It will fave you two miles ridings The 
people of the country commonly ufe it; but 
in ihany places it is fallen in; and is rathei: 
dangerous." Dangerous indeed it appeared tQ 
be. It was a mere fhelf, winding round ^ 
frightful precipice, and hanging over the fea. 
It looked like the path of defpair. As we furr 
veyed the opening of it into the gieat road, 
where we flood, a fellow, who had jufl pafled 
it, (as if to add credit to the information, we 
had received,) prefented himfelf on horfe-back, 
l>etween two panniers, fmging a Welfh bal- 
lad, and drivmg a cow before him. Habit 
moulds us alL It is not the road, that is in 
itHf frightful; for then the peafant would 
have been as much terrified as we were. It is 
Sie imagination that takes the alarm. Quiet 
the imaginati9n by a little habit, and the road 
;- .J, becomes 






becomes eafy. — The name of this place was 
Penmanbach. 

Here we deferted the great road, and turning 
more towards the fea-coaft, we viewed the 
fliores as far as the promontory of Llandidnoi 
We found a wild mountainous country ; two 
or three beautiful bays ; and here and there 
a good mountain- fcene ; but nothing, which 
greatly engaged our attention. 

The promontory of Llandidno was famous 
in the days of our anccftors, for producing 
that fpecies of hawk, called Xhz peregrine falcon > 
This falcon is one of the long-'winged kind ; 
among which he is the fwifteft, the moft cou- 
ragious, and the moft docile. His prey is 
commonly the hern, or fome other bird that 
fifes aloft in the air. The falcon mounts after 
him ; and endeavours to rife above him, which 
the fwiftnefs of his wing enables him to do. 
When he has him thus at advantage, he flrikes 
down upon him with his talons ; and the fal- 
coner's amufement lies firft in feeing the pur- 
fuer, and his prey, mount into the air, till 
they are loft as fpecks in the clouds ; and then 
in watching their defcent. We had not the 
pleafure of feeing any of thefe generous birds, 
as they are called, between whofe anceftors, 
1 3 and 
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tnd ours, exifted formerly fb great an intimacy « 
We furveyed however their ancient caftles, and 
the diftridt aroimd them s nor muft I omit to 
add, what is generally mentioned both in thQ 
hiftory of Llandidno, and of the faloHi^ that 
a letter is ftill extant from the Lord tr^afurer 
Burleigh, to one of the Moftyns, lords of this 
country, thanking him for a very fine caft oC 
hawks from the rocks of Llandid^io, 
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SECT. IV. 



■pROM the defolate, but amufing coafl: of 
"^ Llandidno, we purfued our way to Con- 
way, through kindred fcenes, wild, rough, and 
pi6i:urefque. 

The caftle of Conway, with the fcenery 
about it, is fuppofed to afford one of the 
grandeft views in Wales ; and in fome meafure 
it deferves it's reputation. As we flood oppo- 
site to it, at the Ferry-houfe, a noble bay, at 
leaft half a mile broad, lay before us, formed 
by the tide entering the river Conway, This 
bay winds into the country: on the left, lofing 
nothing of its dimenfions, while it continues 
in fight. On the right it ftrctches to the fea : 
but the opening is fo much clofed by promon- 
tories, and reaches of low-land, that the idea of 
the fea is nearly excluded; which is rather a cir- 
cumftance of advantage. Had the fea appeared 
in it's grandeur, theconfequence of the bay had 
1 4 been 
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been diminifhed. On the oppofitc fide of the 
bay, on a knoll, which forms a fort of Uttle 
pcninfular promontory, ftands the caftle of 
Conway, fully equal in grandeur to the fcene 5 
and. beyond the caftle, rifes a woody bank, as 
a back-ground ; whofe ample parts, and furni- 
ture correfpond alfo with the objefts around. 

Here then are all the ingredients of a 
fublime, and beautiful landfcape. — Wat^r, 
rifing ground, woody banks, and a caftle, all 
of grand dimenfions. And yet the pifture 1$ 
but an indifferent one. The cafe is, the com-r 
pofition is incorreft. The caftle is formal, 
difplaying a number of regular towers, and 
turrets -, the bank beyond it, tho woody, is 
heavy, and lumpifti j the lines have no variety^ 
and there is ftill a nakednefs about the whole^ 
which is difpleafmg. 

The beft expedient to preferve truth in a view 
from the Ferry, and yet to add as much com- 
pofition as the natural arrangement of the 
materials will allow, is to introduce only a part 
of the caftle near the comer qf the piftilre; 
which would eafe it of fome of it's regular 
towers : and to cut down part of the wood on 
the oppofite bank, )vhich would remove, in 
p>me degreey it's heavinefs. As the wood, in 
^ '^ ^ fa£l. 
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feft, is periodically cut down, this liberty is 
very allowable. The pifture might be im- 
proved alfo by planting a tree or two on the 
fore-ground J and hiding part of the regu- 
larity by their branches ♦. As we approach 
the caftle in the ferry-^boat, the point of view 
of courfe frequently varies, and often for the 
better: but in every point there is a barren- 
nefs, and uniformity, which are difpleafing, ^ ' 

The art of conftrufting caftles in landfcape, 
and of adapting landfcape to caftles, is rarely 
exemplified in the living fcene. Some caftles 
are more pidlurefque in their form, and fitua- 
tion than others j and fome part almoft of 
every caftle may be pifturefque. But with 
regard to the whole, we feldom fee any caftle, 
however meliorated by age, and improved by 
ruin, which can, in all refpedls, be called a 
complete model. — This caftle certainly is not. 

The pifturefque advantages, which a caftle; 
or any eminent building, receives from a Jlate 
tf ruin^ are chiefly thefe* 



* See vol. i. p. o. of the Foreft-fcenerv, when withered trees 
'txt made ufe of for tab purpofe : but it may be anfwered by 
flottrifhing trees, if they ire ' judiciouily ufed, and proportioned 
(0 the ufe. 

It 
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tt gains irregularity in it's general form. We 
judge of beauty in caftles, as w? do in figures, 
in mountains, and other objefts. The- folid, 
iquare, heavy forniy we diflike 3 and are pkailed 
with the pyramidal one, which may be infinitely 
varied ; and which ruin contributes to vary. 
, Secoiidly, a pile gams from a ftate of ruin, 
an irregularity in it's parts. The cornice, the 
window, the arch, and battlement, which in 
their original form are all regular, receive from 
ruin a variety of little irregularities, which the 
eye examines with renewed delight, 

Laftly, a pile in a ftate of ruin receives the 
richeft decorations from the various colours, 
which it acquires from time. It receives the 
ftains of weather 5 the incniftations of mofs j 
and the varied tints of flowering weeds, The 
Gothic window is hung with feftoons of ivy 1 
the arch with pendent wreaths ftreaming from 
each broken coigne ; and the fummit of the 
wall is planted with Uttle twifting bufhes, 
which fill up the fquare comers } and contri. 
bute ftill more to break the lines. 

In thefe fources of beauty the caftle of Cchi-^ 
way ' i^ too deficient. It's parts indeed are 
(battered : but it is too intir^ to produce a 

good 
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good pidlurefque whole: and it is very little 
adorned with vegetable furniture. 



As we got into the middle of the ftream, in 
our approach to Conway, we had not only a ■ 
varied view of the caftle ; but of the noble 
river we navigated. This ftream, like a per- 
fon, fuddenly raifed to a great fortune, in- 
crcafes at once from a fpring to a river. The 
Conway runs only twenty-four miles ; juft the 
breadth of the two counties of Denbigh and 
Carnarvon, which it divides : and yet, tho it's 
courfe is fo fliort, it receives fuch vaft increafe 
from the various ftreamSj which the furround- 
ing mountains pour into it, that it is navi- 
gable almoft to it's fountain head. We re- 
gretted much that we could not navigate it as 
far as Llanrwft ; where the woods, and rocks, 
and fwceping mountains, we were afliiredj were 
equal to any thing we could fee in Wales ; but 
our time would not permit us to fee more of 
it than we could fee from the feriy. In this 
river was formerly carried on a pearl-fift: 
which is faid to have been valuable. 
pearls were found in large mufcles. 
fentj no fuch bufmefs is followed. 
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indeed a number of people boiling mufcles, on^ 
the banks of another river in the neighbour- 
hood : but they were in queft only of thofe 
fmall pearls, which are fold to the apothecaiies, 
for what they call crab^s eyes. 

Having crofled the ferry, we landed under 
the walls of the caftle. Caftles are commonly* 
the appendages of towns : here the town 
feems a mere appendage to the caftle. We 
were received at our inn, as we were at all 
the more confiderable inns on the road, by a 
harper, who is commonly blind. His infir-i 
tmty is probably the caufe of his being ap^ 
pointed to the office of welcoming ftrangers 
into the town. Thefe venerable fubftitutes of 
the ancient Cambrian bards, are often relpeft-. 
able figures. Their hai'ps have an elegant 
foiTOj and if their mufic is not exquifite, theitj 
appearance is pidturefque. 



N. I 
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SECT. V. 

'T^HE retrofpe<5t through the gate, as we 
leave Conway, affords a plcafing view of 
ruin; compofed of battlements, and towers. 

Here we met again the great Irifh road ; and 
were conducted above a mile from the town, 
between walls, clumfily formed, of a very beau- 
tiful kind of marbled ftone. I know not how 
far it is fitted for mafoniy ; but if it were pro- 
perly difpofcd, it would give great richnefs to 
a building. 

As we approach Penmanmawr, the country 
grows wilder; and fome of the heights tre- 
mendous. At Succinant the precipices of 
the road have rather a frightful appearance. 
From all thefe heights we fee different parts of 
the fea-coaft, at a diftance ; — the promon- 
torial parts of the country, with the iflands by 
turns — Anglefea, Prieft-holm, or Puffin's ifle 
' — great, and little Orm's head, (the former of 

which 
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which has the appearance of an ifland), and 
all the projefting lands in their neighbour- 
hood. The little vallies, and recefles among 
the mountains, which we now traverfed, were 
very beautiful. Abr, in particular, is a plea- 
fant, woody recefs, looking to the fca, and 
fecured on every other fide by lofty barriers. 

At the diftance of two or three miles, we 
had the firft grand view of Penmanmawr j an 
immenfe rocky mountain, proje6ting into the 
fea, with the ifle of Anglefea as a diflance. It 
has no variety of line ; but is one heavy, 
lumpifh form, falling plumb into the water, 
without any of thofe little projeftions from it's 
bafe, which let a promontory down gently, af 
by a ftep; and which are, in general, great 
fources of beauty, as they prevent heavinefsj 
and add variety*. But here, as the fcene is 
merely grand^ without being at all indebted to 
beauty, this lumpifh appearance as more 
fimple, tends more flrongly to imprefs the 
grandeur of the fcene. 

Round the lower regions of Penmanmawr 
the road appears, at a diflance, winding like a 



* See vol. iu p. ^t of Obfenration^ on the lakes and moun- 
taiuf of Cumberland} &c. 

narrow 



narrow (helf : but as we approach, we find it 
a noble terrace, defended by two good parapet- 
walls ; one fccuring it from the fea below, and 
the other from the falling of the rocks above. 
The fituation too of the road took a new 
form, as we arrived on the fpot. Inftead of 
appearing, as it did at a diftance, to run along 
the bottom of the mountain, it now over- 
looked a tremendous precipice. — Formerly 
indeed this road was in reality, what it appears 
at a dijiance, a mere fhelf, narrow, and with- 
out a parapet: and it was with great labour 
brought to it's prefent ftate of perfection. 
The fliivering face of the mountain was too 
unftable to work on ; and the road, where it 
doubles the point, is formed upon vaft folid 
arches ; which make it a very curious piece of 
mafonry. 

Awful however as the fcene is below, the 
mountain abo'ue prefents a ftill more horrid idea. 
It has a hideous appearance. One uniform 
dreary afpefl prevails over the whole body of it. 
There are no large parts ; no projefting maffes 
of broken rock, nor beautiful interlacing of foil, 
herbage, and wood ; the whole is covered wj 
one univerfal face of fmall fliivering, fl 
rock ; as if a mafs of thefe materials had 
tl 
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tluown together into one immenfe Heap. TKq 
poet's idea of it is ftridlly geographical whent 
he fpeaks of 



The rude rocks 



Of Penmanmawr, heaped hideous to the (ky. 

So little of any kind of verdure appears on it's^ 
furface, that we wondered what could tempt 
the wild goats, which clung about it, to climb 
it's heights. 

- We were told a ftory * of an intrepid, 
genius, who, riding a vicious hojrfe along this 
road, before the parapet was made, took it 
into his head to teach the beaft in this place 
to ftand fire. With this intention he turned 
him fuddenly round, and brought his head over 
the edge of the precipice. As he flood trem- 
bling in that pofition, the rider drew a piftol 
from his holfter, and poifing it clofe to the 
ears of the horfe, fired it off. The greater 
terror overpowered the lefs; and the horfe 
ftood unmoved, except by one univerlal tre- 
mor, which (hook his frame. ^ The rider 
efcaped the mifchief his rafhnefs defer ved : but 



* We had this relation from Mr. Brifco, a rery worthy gen- 
tleman, the Colledor of the cuftoxns at Beaiunaris. 

fuppofing 



(uppofmg he had now gained his end, he re- 
peated the experiment an hour after on the 
plain below ; but his horfe, having now no 
counter-terror to contend with, broke away 
from all reftraint, and threw his rider, who 
was killed on the fpot. 

That every part of Penmanmawr may be a 
fcene of immenfity, on it's, fummit ilood for- 
merly a caftle, equal in grandeur to the 
mountain, which is it's bafe. In tiie ruins, 
it's veftiges, and numerous towers, may yet be 
traced. It's fituation fo lofty, and inacceffible, 
■^ it's extent — and it's ftrength, are all equally 
aftonifhing. It is thought to have beeji car 
pable of holding twenty thoufand men ; tho 
the Iteep avenues leading to it, are fuch, that 
a hundred might have defended it againfl any 
number. But it is probable, it was meant 
rather as an afylum to the countiy, than as a 
fortrefs againft an enemy. 
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SECT, VI. 

A T the bottom of Penmanmawr, the fcene 
•^ ihifted ; the mountains receded 3 and we 
were prefented with a fpacious view of the 
Lavan-lands; and of the ifle of Anglefea 
ftretching wide beyond them. The great Irifh 
road turns fhort to the left ; winds along the 
edge of the fands, under the mountains, and 
nerr Bangor erodes the Menai; which is the 
channel, that feparates Anglefea fi'om tho 
main. 



As a nearer and pleafanter rout to Beau- 
maris, which was our next ftage, we croffed 
the farids. They extend about five miles ; and 
we fleered over them by fixed poles, fet up as 
marks to avoid quick-fands. As we ap- 
proached the middle of this vaft area, it 

K 2 aflumed 
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affumed a circular form, nearly indeed it's 
natural one ; and the country, which invi- 
roned it's fkirts, afforded a very noble piece 
of fcenery. There is fomething peculiarly 
grand in thefe great amphitheatres of nature ; 
where the eye, ftationed in a center, efpe- 
cially if that center be on a Ipacious plain, and 
viewing a profufion of grand objefts on every 
fide, paffes along mountains, vallies^^ rivers, 
towns, forefts, iflands, and promontories, in 
fucceffion ; contrafting one part with another ; 
and every part, with the level area, which 
forms the fore-ground. The area of the am- 
phitheatre before us, had now alfo an adven-. 
titious beauty. It was filled with people from 
the countiy gathering fliell-fifh, which is their 
common pradtice, on the retreat of the tide. 
Many of them had carts, and horfes with pan- 
niers, which formed a number of little groups 
upon the fand 3 and made it a moving, and very 
amufing pifture. 

* The o^jefts, which compofe this grand 
circle around the fands, taken in rotation, as 
they prefent themfelves, are the prpmontory 
of Orm's-head (landing out into, the fea ; and 
adjoining to it, on the right, the mounteiins 
of Penmanmawr, and Penmanbach, yihick 

wc 



we had jurt: left. From thefe runs a ikirting 
of rich country, {rich in a piflurefque light), 
formed into a recefs by mountains ; one of 
which delving into a peculiar abyfs, is known 
by the name of the Devil's -cauldron. To this 
country fucceeds, in the part oppofite the fea, 
another rich fcene. At the point of it lies 
Bangor, ikreened by a woody diftance, run- 
ning out behind it. From thence the ifle of 
Anglefea appears ftill farther diftant ; winding 
round like a long, low bank, towards the fea. 
Separated by a narrow channel from Anglefea 
rifes Pricrt-holm, or Puffin's ifland ; which 
another fmall channel divides from Orm's- 
head, from whence our view began. In this 
grand circle, the femi-diameter of wliich may 
be from fix to ten miles, no part poflefTes 
pecuhar beauty; yet the whole together is 
pleafmg; and many pidlures might be made 
from different portions of it : at leaft many 
excellent hints might be taken. 

But if the forms of the objc£ls are not quite 
corre6t, as indeed we rarely fee in nature ex- 
amples of good compofition, yet in colouring, 
and light and fliade, the whole range of th 
circling fcenery, when we faw it, was tra 
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fcendent. The Woods, ahd hilU Of Baflgpr, 
which arofe fiill oppofite to the fetting fiih, 
and all the ifle of Anglefea, which received it*s 
beams aflant, were fpread with vivid light; 
with tintsr and colours of great variety, tho 
always harmonious : while the mountains, on 
thef oppofite fide, were in deep fhadow. Here 
and there a prominent point was tipped with 
Tplehdor j and a few fti'aggling rays, diverging 
along fome- mountain's fide, would fjpread a 
kind of hazy light upon the valley beneath. 
In the mean time the chaftifed tint of fo vaft 
an area of fand was a pleafing contrafi: to all 
this radiance. — - Something magical poffeffes 
a pifturefque eye within fiich a circle of great 
objefts ^ and if there had not been with us one 
or two of GooUer imagination^ who intimated, 
that the tide was approaching, there might 
have been fome danger of our delaying, till 
we had been intahgled by it - — a cafe, which 
has fometimes happened to inadvertent tra- 
vellers. 

As we approached Anglefea, the town of 
Beaumaris, touched with the laft ray of a 
parting fun, made a diftinft appearance; and 
beyond it Lord Bulkley's woods were in fha- 

dow. 
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(low. Puffin's-ifland was now hid ; and a 
ftretch of iand appeared to run out as far 
as Orm's-head. Soon after, we came to the 
channel of the Menai, over which we fer- 
ried, and were landed on a pebble beach, 
I clofe to Beaumaris. 
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has very much the ah* of truth, I fhall give a 
tranflation of it, 

" In the year 813 the caftleof Treganway 
,was burnt by lightning; and in the year 823 
it was re-built. It was afterwards reduced by 
the Saxons, ahd deftroyed. This caftle flood 
within the prefent flood-mark, oppofite to Pen- 
manbach 5 and the road from Rhyddland-caflle 
pafTed through it, by the boundary-ftone, near 
thofe two rocks, which are called the Brown-- 
brothers. Thefe rocks make a part of the pro- 
montoiy of Llandidno, and flood oppofite 
to the caflle of Treganway. From hence 
the road ran in a flrait line to the palace of 
Elis Clynog, which lay about a mile from 
Priefl-holm ifland. This palace once com- 
manded a very beautiful vale, now totally 
flooded ; and known by the name of the Lavan- 
fands. For about the time when the caftle of 
Treganway was deflroyed by the Saxons, the 
fea broke in upon this country, and overflowed 
all the lands of the vale, which became a fand- 
beach, and took the name of Lavan^ or latnen^ 
tation^ from the melancholy cries of it's fiif- 
fering inhabitants. It is faid that two per- 
fons only efcaped from the palace of Elis 
Clynog." 

The 



SECT. VII. 

T T is a commonly received opinion, in thefe 
parts of Wales, that the whole track of 
fand, over which we had juft pafied, was once 
k beautiful valley; and that Anglefea was 
feparated from Carnarvonfhire in this part, 
as well as in others, only by the freights of 
of Menai. It is one of thofe traditionary 
ftories, which feems founded on truth : and 
indeed the very name of Beaumaris, or the 
beautiful marjfj^ feems to indicate a fituation, 
which that town once had, and which now it 
certainly has not. 

In confirmation of this tradition a clergy- 
man of thofe parts * fhewed ' us, among other 
Welfti MSS. an account of the breaking in of 
the fea upon this country. As the narrative 



* Mr,Mydcielton, reftor of St. George's near Denbigh. 

has 
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and fail up the channel of the Menai, as far 
as Carnarvon-bay ; the banks of which chan- 
nel, we were informed from all hands, would 
continue beautiful throughout : and from Car- 
narvon we propofed to explore the regions of 
Snowdon. But when we talked, on the 
fubject of our intended navigation, with the 
learned in winds, and tides, we were informed, 
that unlcfs both were favourable, the voyage, 
trifling as it appears, might be attended with 
danger. Even this little channel, we found, 
had it's Sylla, and Charybdis, to threaten inad- 
vertent voyagers ; and as neither wind nor tide 
favoured our purpofe, we gave it up. 
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on the fore-grounds. This mode indeed of 
viewing portions of landfcape between the 
boles of trees is pleafing. The quick glance 
alfo of moving objects in thofe circumftances, 
is attended with amufement. We enjoy it the 
more, as we are eager to catch it before it 
is gone. " B^^yond that meadow, (fays Mr. 
Gray, in a letter to Mr. NichoUs,) nods a 
thicket of oaks, tliat malk the buildings, and 
leave on either hand an opening to the blue glit- 
tering fea. Did you not obferve how that white 
fail Ihot by, and was loft ?'- » Virgil too, de- 
fcribing a fleet entering a xiver, feizes the famd 
image ; and gives his fhips a more pidhirefque 
appearance, by prefenting them' through tji^ 
interftices, and obfcurity of the grove: 

Ut celfas videre rates, atq. inter opacum 
Allabi nemus. • — 

On leaving the woods of Penthryn, we ctki 
tered a wild, difagreeable country, with moun-- 
tains on the left, towards which v^e verged. 
But we met nothing among them worth our 
notice. They are in general, fo uncovithly 
Ihaped, and fo inharmonioufly combined, that 
we were fcarce rewarded with a fingle moun- 
t^n-.fcene of any value. All this wild coun-r 

try 



try pafTes under the name of the Forejl of 
Snoivdon. 

Through many a yielding bog, and over 
many a dreary mountain we travelled : 

Per rupes, fcopulofque, adituque carentia faxa ; 
Qua via difficili* ; quaque eft via nulla. ■ 

In few places we could ride ; and where wc 
could not, a fervant was of no ufe in leading 
our horfes j for every one was obliged to lead 
his own i which was a great inconvenience to 
thofe, who had iketchcs, and obfervations to 
make. 

In fa£l, Snowdon is a colie6i:ion of moun- 
tains, formed on the old gigantic plan of heap- 
ing mountain on mountain. You are kept 
in continual fufpenfe. After afcending much 
rifing ground, you climb the fteep fide of a 
precipice ftill higher. This, you think furely 
muft be the fummit of Snowdon. You are 
miftaken. Another fteep ridge rifes before 
you : and thus you afcend, as it were by flairs, 
the feveral ftories of the mountain. 

Thefe fcenes, the Cambro-Briton reverences 
as the laft retreat of Llewelin from the pow 
of Edward. If that perfecuted prince 1 
txufted more in thefe fcenes, than in his 
t pro 
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prowefs, he might have remained unconquered ; 
but he defcended with his army into the plain, 
and was ruined. 

At length we arrived at the foot of, what 
leemed now, without doubt, to be the higheft 
ridge of Snowdon^ from whence we had a 
fair view of what we conceived to be it's real 
fummit. The day was clear ; and the moun- 
tain unincumbered with clouds. Paufing a 
while on this eminence, and looking down on 
the parts of the mountain we had paffed, it 
made, on the whole, no very formidable ap- 
pearance. The Welfti call Snowdon about 
twelve hundred yards high j but they meafure 
from the level of the fea 3 and as the country, 
we have feen, afcends gradually many miles 
towards the fummit, there remains no great 
quantity of precipitate height for, what is 
properly called, the mountain to appropriate. 
The geography therefore of Matthew of Weft- 
minfter is not fo very erroneous, as fome 
have imagined, when he tells us, that Con- 
way-caftle lies at the foot of Snowdon ; tho 
in faft it lies twenty miles from the fummit, 
which is commonly known by that name. 

Tho we had thus afcended fo nearly the end 
of our journey, we felt but little inclination to 

afcend 



afcend higher. Indeed it was too late in the 
day; for tho the fummit of Snowdon appeared 
fo near, we doubted not, from paft experience, 
but we had many a weary ftcp to take before 
we attained it. Whether there was a road for 
a horfe we knew not ; but we were very fure, 
we IhouM find no refrelhment, of which both 
we, and our horfcs, began to be in great want. 
— Inftead therefore of afcending the fummit 
of Snowdon, we contented ourfelves with 
furveying the fertility of all the little vallies, 
and receives, at our feet, which feemed luxu- 
riant on eveiy fide. The Welfh indeed fay, 
that this fmgle mountain, (including, I fup- 
pofe, all it's appendages,) would find fummer- 
pafhirage for all the cattle in Wales. 



SECT. IX. 

A S I cannot prefent the reader with any 
view of my own from the fummit of 
Snowdon, 1 fhall prefent him with one, ex- 
tracted from an account given by Mr. Pennant, 
who afcended it to fee the fun rife from fo 
noble a center ; and has colle6led a great va- 
riety of pidlurefque images, from which I fhall 
fele6t fome of the moft interefting. 

The night was remarkable fine, and ftarry. 
Towards morning the ftars fading away, left 
a fhort interval of darknefs j which was foon 
difperfed by the dawn of day. The body of 
the fan appeared to rife like the moon without 
rays ; but foon the fea, which extended on the 
weft, began to glow with red. The profpe£t 
however difclofed gradually, as the mift, which 
inveloped the mountain, fubfided. The per- 
pendicular view furniflied horrid ideas. " We 
looked down, (fays he,) into numerous abyfles, 
L 3 which 
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^ which were concealed by eddies of vapour, like 
thick finoke, furioufly circulating in a kind 
of rapid whirl-pools. Often, a guft of wind, 
making an opening in the clouds, gave us a 
vifta towards fome lake, or valley : and often 
the clouds, opening in various places at once, 
exhibited ftrange appearances of waters, rocks, 
and chafins. Then at once they would clofe ; 
and leave us involved in darknefs. Separating 
again, they would fly off in wild eddies round 
the middle of the mountain, and expofe in 
jpart both/ifs fummit, and it's bafe. As we 
defcended from this various fcene, a thunder- 
ftorm overtook us, before we reached our 
horfes. It's rolling among the mountains was 
inexpreflibly. awfuL The rain was heavy. 
We mounted our horfes, and gained the bot- 
tom with fome hazard. The little rills, which 
on our afcent, trickled down the fides of the 
mountain, were now fwelled into torrents; 
and fome of them appeared dangerous." 
i Having thus taken a view of Snowdon^ if 
the reader will follow me to mount Lebanon, 
I will prefent him with a ftill grander view. 
The comparifon of fimilar fcenes, or of Na- 
ture's mode of diverfifying land/cape on the 
fame plan y is among the mofl: araufing topics 

of 



of pi^urefque obfervation. — I met with the 
account here given of Lebanon in Volney's 
travels into Egypt, and Syria ; from wfhich 
I take, as I did from Mr. Pennant, a few 
of fuch pafTages, as appeared to me moft 
defcriptive, and pi6turefque. 

"Lebanon gives it's name to an extenfive 
chain of mountains, inhabited by the Druzes ; 
who enjoy among it's faftnclfes fome degree of 
liberty, amidft thofe vaft territories, which are 
fubjeft to Turkifli tyranny. When you land 
on this coaft, the loftinefs, and fteep afcent of 
this mountainous ridge, which feems to inclofe 
the whole country, infpires you with allonifh- 
ment, and awe. If you cUmb it in any 
part, the wide extended fpace at the top, be- 
comes a frefh objeft of admiration. But to en- 
joy in perfe£lion this majeftic fcene, you muft 
afcend that fummit of Lebanon, which is 
called Sannin. There on every fide you fee an 
horizon almoU: without bounds. In clear wea- 
ther, the fight is loft over the deferts of Arabia, 
which extend to the Perfian gulph. In an- 
other direflion, you furvey the fea, which 
wafhes the coaft of Europe : and in a 
third, you look over the fuccefllve chains i 
mountains, which carry the eye, at leaft 
I. 4 
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ifflagination, as far as to Antioch. You feem 
to command the whole world ; till the wan- 
dering eye, fated with furvcying remote olgefts, 
turns at length to thofe, which are more 
within if s fcopc. It looks down on the vaft 
profundity of the diminifhed coaft lying below. 
It examines the rocks, woods, torrents, and 
declivities of the mountain. It examines the 
various vallies^ often obfcured by floating 
clouds ; while the (welling bafes of the moun- 
^ tain, which on landing at the bottom appeared 
fo magnificent, appear now only like the fur- 
rows of a field. In the mean time, if you hear 
thunder; inftead of burfting above you, it 
now rolls below. 

" If the traveller leave his lofty ftand, and 
rifit the interior parts of thefe mountains, the 
ruggednefs of his path, the fleepnefs of the 
defcent, and the height of the precipices ftrike 
him with terror : but by degrees he begins to 
fcave confidence in the fagacity, and certain 
foot-fteps of his mule ; and examines, at his 
ca£b, thofe grand, and pi6lurefque fcenes, 
which fucceed each other. He fees villages 
ready to glide from the declivities, on which 
they ftand : convents hanging on folitary emi- 
hchces, as if nothing could come near them : 

rocks 
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rocks perforated by torrents, and formed into 
natural arches ; or worn perpendicularly, and 
refembling lofty walls. But thefe pifturefque 
circumflances are often the occafion of very 
tragical events. Rocks lofe their equilibrium, 
and rolling down on tlie adjacent houfes, bury 
the inhabitants. Such an event, about twenty 
years ago, overwhelmed a whole village. And 
ftill more lately, the whole fide of a hill, co- 
vered with vines, and mulberries, was detached 
by a fuddcn thaw; and Aiding down the fide 
of a mountain, was launched like a fliip from 
the flocks, into the valley beneath." 



SECT. X. 

TlfTE now return to Snowdon. What 
mount Lebanon may be in a pi Slur ef que 
lights I know not. Volney indeed fpeaks of 
many pi6lurefque paffages in it's wide regions : 
but this matter depends intirely on Volney's 
tafte. With regard to Snowdon, however, I 
fear, not much can be faid. As it no where 
appears connedled enough as one whole to form 
a grand objeft ; fo neither has it any of thofe 
accompaniments, which form a beautiful one. 
It is a bleak, dreary wafte; without any 
pleafing combination of parts, or any rich 
furniture, either of wood, or well-confl:ru6led 
rock. The elegant bard therefore who fang, 



what folemn fcenes on Snowdon's heights 



Defcending flow, their gUttering fkirts unrolled, 

did well in fixing his vifion on a bafe, where 

the eye had nothing elfe to engage it's at* 

tention. 

Our 
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Our trouble however in traverfing this 
rugged country was not totally unrewarded. * 
Tho Snowdon itfelf afforded us little amufe- 
ment, we met with two or three beautiful 
fcenes about Dolbaddem-caftle, which lies at 
it's foot J and is one of thofc fortreffes, built by 
Edward the firft, to guard this avenue into the 
country. The caftle appeared before us, at 
the diftance of two miles, (landing on the 
confines of a lake. The mountains around it, 
(which are called all appendages of Snowdon), 
fell into pleafing lines, forming a deep valley, 
and folding over each other in eafy interfec- 
tions* Indeed a body of water among moun- 
tains, if it have no other ufe, has at leaft that 
of ftiewing, by the little bays it foi-ms, how 
one mountain folds over another; which 
ftrengthens the pifturefque idea of a graduating 
iifiance. 

As we defcended towards the caftle, we were 
drawn afide by a pleafant retreat called Com-* 
brunog ; where a little river flows through two 
circular vallies, each about a mile in circum- 
ference 5 and each furrounded with mountains. , 
Both ai-eas being nearly plains, and on dif- 
ferent levels, the river, having pafTed through 
one, falls in a cafcade into the other. The 

whole 
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whole fcenery is embelliflied with wood j which 
is here the more ftriking, as it is in general, 
but thinly fcattered in thefe regions. 

As we left Combrunog, and defcended ftill 
nearer Dolbaddern, the fcenery about it be- 
came more interefting. But as we had before 
the difficulties of afcent, they were now 
changed into thofe of defcent. In one place 
we defcended near a hundred ftone-fleps, or 
rather ftones laid irregularly in the form of 
fteps : and if our horfes had not been thofe of 
the country, we Ihould not eafily have per- 
fuaded them to attempt a pafl'age, fo ill- 
adapted to quadrupeds. Through thefe, and 
other little difficulties, at length however we 
arrived at the bottom, where we found two 
lakes feparated by a neck of land ; near which 
arofe a knoll, much higher than the banks of 
the lakes, but inconfiderable when compared 
with the furrounding mountains. On this 
knoll ftands the caftle, which has never been a 
capital fortrefs ; and now exhibits little more, 
than one round, folitary tower : but it is a 
very pi^turefque fragment, and is more in 
union with the fcene, than if it had been a 
larger building. A lonely tower is itfelf an 
emblem of folitude, — Having afcended the 

caftle- 
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caftlc-hill, we had a good view^ of both the 
lakes. 

The lower one is about two miles long, and 
half a quarter of a mile broad. It's lines are 
beautiful ; and it goes ofF^ in good perfpeflive j 
but it has a contra6led appearance, being funk 
too much, like a gully, under lofty mountains/ 
to which it is in no degree equivalent. In 
every lake-view the water and fkreens ihould 
be proportioned, or there can be no very 
pleafing efFeft. In the lakes of Conftancd^ 
and Geneva, and ftill more in the great lakes 
of America, the fkreens are as little propor- 
tioned to the water, as in fuch a lake as this, 
the water is to it's fkreens. In neither cafe the 
fcenery is compleat. 

The upper lake of Dolbaddern is flill more 
a gully, than the lower, having fcarce any 
banks, but mountains. Both lakes have a 
naked, defolate appearance ; being wholly def^ 
titute of furniture. In Cumberland, and 
Weflmorland, fuch lakes would attrafl no at- 
tention. Here, a dearth of objefts gives them 
'confequence. 

The upper lake however afforded an oppor- 
tunity of obferving the fingular ufe of reflect 
tions in uniting land and water. In fome parts 

the 



the rough fhores of the lake being fully re- 
fleded, occafioned that pleafing ambiguity, 
which left a doubt where the land ended, and 
where the water began. In other parts, when 
the refleftions were not fo highly coloured, the 
reparation was more diftin6t ; and the reflec- 
tions gave an eafy tranfition from one element 
to the other. In fome places we obferved a 
dark furface of water urging againft a light 
fliore, without any of thofe mediating tints, 
which I'cfleftions produce. This is unpleafing, 
and the painter will be cautious how he imi- 
tates it, tho he may plead the authority of 
nature. It is not often however that we fee 
thefe harfh connetlions between land and wa- 
ter : and in reprefentation they may eafily be 
foftened by a fmall degree of tint, or (hadow. 

It was now a late evening hour, and tho 
wc had fecn little, we had laboured much ; 
and began to want refrefliment, both fur our- 
felvcs, and horfes. Among tlie m.cuntains of 
Cumberland we might generally have found it j 
but here all was defolation. We did not meet 
with a fingle village, and but few feparate 
houfcs ; and thefe were locked up, and the 
inhabitants gone with their cattle, as wc we 
informed, to the higher parts of the mount 



( i6o ) 

where they fpend their fummers in little dairy- 
Iheds. Here they enjoy a cooler climate, and 
find freiher pafture for their herds, and flocks. 
It was too late however to invcftigate their 
haunts. The limpid rills of Snowdon were 
our only repafl: -, to which a bifcuit, or cruft 
of bread, would have been an acceptable addi- 
tion : but we bad been improvident. We re- 
turned through the fame fort of wild country 
which we had pafled in the morning; and^ 
fpent with hunger and fatigue, difcovered at 
a diflrance, through the fhades of evening, the 
towers of Carnarvon, with that kind of joy, 
with which feamen, after a rough voyage, dif- 
covQr a beacon. 



SECT. 



SECT. XL 

/CARNARVON is fo beautiful a town, and 
it's fituation fo pleafing, that we were 
furprized we had never heard it particularly 
admired. It ftands on a bay of the Menaij 
ai>d on the land fide, is wafhed by the iiver 
Saint. It is fmall, but well built; walled 
round, embellifhed with elegant walks, has a 
noble caftle; and a good approach. The 
caftle has the grandeft appearance of any caftle 
we have feen in Wales. It's front is rich, and 
magnificent ; but when we enter it, we find it 
is not built on fo large a fcale, as we were led 
to expedl, from the grandeur of the gate. The 
whole ftru6lure has more the air of a royal 
habitation, than of a fortrefs ; and is fo per- 
fe6l, that it might eafily be repaired. Our 
frugal anceftors were fparing of light : the ap- 
partments therefore of thefe grand manfions 
jire commonly dark ; tho their proportions are 

M ofter^ 
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often elegant- One end of this caftle, (where 
the Eagle-tower ftands,) overlooks the Menai ; 
the other end furveys a winding creek, where 
the veffels of thefe narrow feas lie fafely, and 
pifturefquely, between two woody hills in a 
bottom; which is a beautiful valley, when 
the tide ebbs, and a beautiful lake, when it 
flows. 

The Very pleafmg fituatioji of this town 
probably determined Edward the firft in 
chufing it for the birth-place of his fon. The 
chamber is flill Ihewn, where the ftrfl EngUih 
prince of Wales was bom; and a window on' 
the oppofitfe fide of the caftle, from which, 
tradition fays, the queen efcaped with her 
infant fon. This is a piece of facret hiilory^ 
Intimating, what I think none of our pubfic 
accounts afljbrt, the intention of the Welfli to 
detain him. 



V 



From C^narvon we took our rout, albhg* 
the banks of the Menai, which fully anfwered 
pur expe£tations, and horded us many beau* 
tifiil views ^— more beautiful perhaps than if 
we had navigated ^ Araits^ aa we at ^fl: 
intended, The eye, vh?n l^ajtioned upon the 

water. 



water, is fo low, that unlefs the banks of the 
rivei- are uncommonly liigh, the fcenery is loft. 
The banks of the Wye in Hereforddiire, are 
fo lofty, that, in moft places, the river, and 
it's appendages, are feen to more advantage 
from the bottom, than from the top. But the 
country about the Menai, is in general, of a 
moderate height, and affords almoft every 
where, a good point of view ; as it commands 
reaches, and windings of the river, which 
could not be feen with equal advantage from 
the furface. The ifland of Anglefea, on the 
other fide of the channel, has generally a good 
effect ; particularly about Sir Nicolas Baily's * 
where the woods afford beautiful fcenery. 

The views of the Menai may be feen with 
advantage, either when the tide is high or 
low. The latter circumftance, I fhould fup- 
pofe, might be more adapted to them ; as the 
high-water mark, gives a great variation to the 
winding of the beach. 

The cattle, which are bred in great numbers 
in Anglefea, and afford a great fupply to the 
Englifli markets, are driven in large herds 



' Now Lord Uxbridge. 
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upon a point of low land, which runs into 
the Mpnai, .Here, inftead of being ferried 
over, they are forced, at the balance of the tide, 
into the channel, over which they fwim into 
GamatYonfhire > a boat attending on each fide 
of the fwiipming drove, to prevent accidents, 
and d^reft it's motion. 

Bangor lies at the mouth qf the'Menai, near 
it's opening to the Lavan fands. It is an infigt- 
nificant < town ; but fome of the viisws around 
it are not unpleafant. One in particular . we 
had, in which the tower of the chureh appeared 
to advantage, between woody hills, with a 
diftant view of Angl^fea^ and the town of 
Beaumaris, 

Having thus perfonned our expedition to 
Anglefea, vSnowdon, and Carnarvon, we rcr 
turned to Denbigh; having left part of: pur 
company there, who did not choofe to enqpunjr 
ter fo rough a march. 



SECT- 



SECT. XII. 

"t'ROM Denbigh we purfued our rout along 
the vale of Cluydd, with which we were 
already acquainted, as far as Ruthin. There, 
inftead of mounting the fteeps of Penbarris *, 
which we had before defcended, we continued 
in the vale to the end of it ; and compleated 
our view of that rich, and beautiful fcette. 

As we leave Ruthin, the mountains which 
form the vale, retire into frequent receffes. 
Their tops are commonly fmooth ; their bales 
woody. But their fhapes and lines are greatly 
Varied, tho the vale itfelf makes only one large 
curve : juft as the general form of a vifta, 
cut through a foreft, is every where partially 
broken by the various fhapes, growth, age, 
or fituation of the feveral trees, which com- 
pofe it. 

f See page 1 14, 
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As we approach the end of the vale, having 
palTed through a Ipace of more than twenty 
miles, the momitains draw nearer, till they 
infenfibly clofe it up > finifhing the whole in a 
noble bay of cultivation. Having afcended 
the higher grounds, we had a grand retrofpeft 
of the whole vale in one vaft fcene. It's 
bofomi interfperfed with lawns, cottages, and 
groves, appears winding in perfpeftive be- 
tween the hills, till qveiry form is loft in an 
expanfe pf woody diftancej while the hills, 
Qii each fide, take the feveral lines which dif- 
tjince gives, one after another, as they retire ; 
till at St. Afapbr the whole landfcape imites 
infenfij>ly with the fea. In a clear day, the 
caftle of Denbigh, the tower of St.Afaph, 
and various other objefta of the vale„ if the 
light fall happily upon then^ might probably 
inrich the vkw. But when we few it, all was 
lightly obfeuredby a. thin azure tint, wbicli. 
cwld apt well be called xaifti but threw a Ugjxt 
d^ree of obfcurity over the fece of the luidr 
fcsqpe^ Each mode: of atmofphere^ bath it's 
peculiar beauty, and it is difficult to fay, whidx 
is more pifhirefque. One gives clearnefs ; the 
other ^ftnejs ; the fbmier, a greater Jcofe to the 
tye^ the latter to lihittmagimtion. 

I As 



As we leave the vale of Cluydd, we enter a 
difagreeable country ; and had an unpleafant 
morning's ride among waftes, and open com- 
mons on our way to Llangollen. We travelled 
many miles on high grounds, till we came at 
length, without any fudden rife, to a precipitate 
defcent ; which, in the courfe of a rapid mile, 
let us down into the vale of Crucis, a fweet 
recefs ; which made us fome amends for the 
uninterefting country we had paiTed. The 
ruins of Abbey Crucis, which gives name to 
the vale, ftand at one end of a flat meadow, 
about a mile in length, and a quarter of 3 
mile in breadth. It is bounded on one fide by 
a mountain-ridge, with little variety of line^ 
fave what it receives from a few oaks, ftraggling 
about it's fummit, and forming groups here 
and there, which juft ferve to break it's con- 
tinuity. It's bare fides, defcending fteep to the 
meadow, are received there by a piece of rich 
woody fcenery, which adorns the banks of a 
rivulet. This mountain-fkreen, tho it wants 
the beauty of variety itfelf, yet contrafts with 
feveral little hills ; which fkreen the meadow 
on the oppofite fide, and are in general round 
M 4 and 
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and detached, fome of them bare, and others 
woody, with little rcceffes between them. 

The remains of the abbey are confiderable ; 
and many of the parts pifturefque. The eaft^ 
and weft windows of the great church are in* 
tire; and niuch of the walls. The fituation 
of the town may be traced, but the whole is 
fb ihtirely overgrown with wood, and choked 
with rubbilhj that we could not trace the plaA 
with any accuracy. 

A judicious hand • might make thefe rilins, 
and their invirons, a very pleafing fcene. To 
clear away fbme of the rubbifh, and fome of 
the wood, is all the decoration which the abbey 
requires : and as it ftands near one end of 
the long meadow juft nieiltioned, a fimple 
walk might be traced round the whole fcene, 
in the form of an irregular elUpfis. The 
ruins, which might be confidered as a focus^ 
would be the principal objeft ; and a little 
.planting might hide, and difcover them with 
great beauty, and contraft; exhibiting fome- 
times a difiinB vieWy and fometimes one at 
band I here the whole j and there fome dijiin'^ 
^ijhedpart* 

. The flatnefs of the meadow is perhaps ra- 
ther a beauty. Beauty is derived from two 
r fources; 



fources ; from objeiSls themfelves, and from 
their contrafV with other objects. In contraft 
even deformity may be one of thefe fources ; 
and produce beauty, as difcords in mufic, pro- 
duce harmony. If however fo extenfive a flat, 
tho diverfified with wood, fliould be found to 
hurt the eye, part of the meadow might with 
great eafe be floated with a lake. 

But the walk need not be confined to the 
meadow. In fome places it might flcirt along 
the flopes of the hills; in others it might 
climb them ; and exhibit new fcenes, of which 
the place is fniitfiil. One view it might 
exhibit from the higher grounds, which is loft, 
I believe, in the lower, and that is, of Crow- 
caftle, or Dinas-bran j which Hands upon a 
lofty fummit, and aflifts the fcene by the intro- 
du6tion of a diftance. 

The only thing, which difgufls the eye 
through this whole fcenery, is the lumpifli- 
nefs of fome of thofe hills, which are op- 
pofite to the continued jhreen. In a fcene of 
mere grandeur, a lumpifh hill may heighten 
the idea * ; but where beauty is meant to par- 



1 Pcnmanmawr, p, 126. 
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( »76 ) 

ticipatc, and efpecially where the dbjefts irt 
feaall, it difguftsi Thefe hills however might 
be greatly improved by a little jt^icious femi^ 
plantings which might be fo contrived, as to 
vary the line, and take oiF much fmm the heft- 
vinefs of the appearance; I have known fottui 
improvers adorn a lumpifli hill by planting it 
all over. By this mode of planting they have 
gained little j transforming only a round hill 
into a round bufh. The woody-hill, whiclb 
ikreened Conway-caftle was of this kind« 



Having viewed in idea fuch beauties, as the 
fcenery before us might receive from a little 
judicious art, we are hurt at feeing it in reality 
fo exceedingly injured. The proprietor had 
juft now taken it into his head to improve it^ 
A large iquare pond is dug in front of the 
ruins* The rivulet, which glides and mur-r 
murs naturally under the mountain-fkfeen, i* 
here taught another lefibn. It is directed td a 
ffight oi ftone-idreps, down which it is made to 
fell in a regular ca&ade, and enter the pcoid 
at right angles. The pond is adorned with 
Chinefe raUing, painted a lively green, A 
fquare walk is laid out between the rail and 

the 
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the water ; and a fummer-houfe, tipped with a 
gilded ball, and ftationed oppofite the cafcade, 
Is juft finiftied. All this however we can 
bear, becaufe nothing is done, but what 
might be undone ; but if this man of tafte 
Ihould ftretch his hand towards the ruin 
itfelf, in the fame ftyle of improvement, 
we {hould find it a difficult matter to reprefs 
indignation. In thefe remarks I am not per- 
fonal ; for I know not even the name of the 
improver. 



SECT. XIII. 

A S we left the vale of CruciSj we entered 
^^ diie6lly a valley of a different kind ; but 
of it's kind the moft interefting. It has no 
fcenes of grandeur to boaft. It's beauties, in 
a humbler ftyle, are merely fylvan. It extends 
nearly two miles in length, with a proportional 
degree of breadth. It's fides are little more 
than eafy fwelling banks, varioufly broken. 
At the bottom runs the Dee, which gives it's 
name to the valley j and, the not too impor- 
tant, is here a river of fome confequence. A 
large river would be unfuitable to the fcene. 
We want only a fliallow ftream to murmur 
among the rocks and ftones, which compofe 
it's channel. 

All the other objefts of this valley are as 
much in harmony, as the river. We faw no- 
thing ftriking from one end of it to the other; 
no peculiar feature ; nothing that could give it 

form 
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form in defcription. It had no bold Ikrden ; no 
flat extended meadow ; no magnificept ruin: 
but was varied into fo pleafing a combination 
of parts ; the ground fo beautifully thrown 
about ; the little knolls, and vallies fo diverfi- 
fied, and contrafted; the trees fo happily in- 
terfperfed \ and the openings, and windings of 
the river difplayed to fuch advantage; in a 
word, the whole formed into fuch a variety of 
pleafing, natural fcenes, that we fcrupled not 
to call this valley one of the moft intercfting 
we had feen^ 

The fource of all it's beauty is the harmo- 
nious combination of it's parts. Ccxnpofition 
is the life of fcenery. It is not trees, it is not 
rocks, it is not varied ground, it is not alto- 
gether, that makes a beautiful fcene. From 
the fame pallet we may fee a pi£hirefque land-^ 
fcape; or a daubed canvas. The colours are 
the fkme in both ; in the former cmly they arc 
more artfully combined. 

In compofition alone _ I mean piaurefque 
compofition — nature yields to art. Nature is 
full of fire, wildnefs, and imagination. She 
touches every o\^&R, with fpirit* Her general 
colobring, and her local hues, are exquifi^te. 
In cbmpo&tion onfy (he fails* We ^peak how* 
- "r ever 



ever in this matter like the fly on the column. 
Her plans are too immenfe for our confined 
optics. They include kingdoms, continents, 
and hemifpheres ; and may be as elegant, as 
they are incomprehenfible. Could we take 
in the whole of her landfcapes at one caft ; 
could we view the Hyrcanian foreft: as a grove j 
the kingdom of Poland as a lawn ; the coaft 
of Norway as a piece of rocky fccnery; and 
the Mediterranean as a lake ; we might then 
difcover a plan juftly compofed, and perhaps 
beautiful even in a painter's eye. But as we 
can view only detached parts, we mufl: not 
wonder, if we feldom find in any of them our 
confined ideas of a whole. Sometimes however 
we do; as in the valley we are now admiring; 
in which nature has given us a fuccelhon of 
fylvan fcenery, as correft in the whole, as it 
is elegant in it's parts. 

The beauty of nature's fcenes, like thofe of 
art, depends much alfo on tlie light, in which 
they are feen. The fame laudfcape, which ap- 
pears to advantage under a fetting fun, may 
lofe many a charming touch, and many a beau- 
tiful form, when feen through the hazinefs of 
a morning. Some capital part may require a 
deep fhadow to give it force ; which can only 

be 
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be given by a ftrong light. Other paflages 
again are foftened by fhade. Their features 
may be too ftrong to endure a blaze of light. 
But this valley, I fhould imagine, like fome 
bodies, that will bear all climates, has a con- 
ftitutional ftrength, which no mode of atmo- 
iphere can injure. 

If this valley were added to the vale, in 
which the ruin of Abbey-Criicis ftands, and 
united with it in one plan, it would form a 
moft pleafing and varied continuity of fcene. 
From views of grandeur we might infenfibly 
glide into a path of retirement : 



fallentis femita yitae* 



where groves, and rivulets draw the mind to 
meditation, and inforce wifdom more efFecw 
tually than books, and pulpits. 

In the valley of the Dee veiy little improve- 
ment would be neceflary. There will always 
be a rudenefs in the works of nature. A 
polijhed gem fhe never produces. In the vaft- 
nefs of her defigns the minutiae of finiihing is 
overlooked. Man's microfcopic eye requires 
more exaftnefs. A little rubbifh, and under- 
wood might be cleared away ; a few openings 
might have a ^good efFe6l> and here and thete, 

a proper 



( ^n ) 

a proper objefl, if it were truly fylvan, might 
appear to advantage : but a path could hardly 
be conducted better, than the road in which 
we pafs through it. It winds regularly along 
the Hope of one of tlie ikrecns, and could only 
be improved by a little variation. As the fpacc 
is large, it might branch out in other direc- 
tions ; climbing fometimes to the top, and 
fometimes defcending to the bottom. In it's 
natural rudenels however, the whole fcene has 
fo many innate charms, that the traveller, in 
paiTmg through it, may be fatisfied with it, as 
it is ; and has only to fear left fome thriftlefs 
hand may defpoil it of it's beauties. 



SECT- XIV. 

nPHE town of Llangollen (or Clangothlin, 
as it is pronounced,) lies at the end of 
this valley. It is a place of no confequence -, 
but pleafantly feated on the banks of the Dee. 
Some of the hills, which furround it, are 
woody, and others fmooth. The bridge is 
efteemed among tlie curiofities of Wales. It 
is founded on a rock, is an ancient fl:ru6lure, 
ornamented with large buttrefles -, and is a pic- 
turefque objeft. The bed of the river, in this 
part, does not confift of detached ftones, and 
fragments, as the beds of mountain-rivers com- 
monly do ; but is a continued furface of folid 
rock, varioufly broken, or rather channelled 
by the rapidity of the ftream. Thefe rocky 
channels give the bed pf the river a peculiar 
form J and the water, which is caft in thefe 
molds, a peculiar mode of agitation. But the 
river, when we faw it, fcarce occupied on^ 
Ifhird of it's bed. 

w 2 From 
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From the churchr-yard at Llangollen w€ had 
a veiy amufing view of the Dee, and it's woody 
banks ; but the perfpeftive of the river from 
this ftand is not very pleafing. This view 
therefore is rather what the painters call , a 
Jiudy than a compojition ; and in this light many 
of the parts are admirable. 

From the fame ftand we had a good view 
alfo of Crow-taftle, which is no very plc- 
tiirefqlie objeft ; but it breaks the line of the 
i-ound hill, on which it ftands. In itfelf how- 
ever, at leaft upon the fpot, it is a fcene of 
grandeur; not occupying lefs fpace difdugh 
it's whole circumference than three quarters of 
a mile. It has withftood the ftorms of many 
a century; and tho in the moft expofed fifua- 
tion, preferves ftill a form ; Ihewing here aAd 
there, the remnant of a tower, the fragifient 
of a wall, and other veftiges, from which , it'& 
ancient prowefs may be traced. There is a 
meagre fpring within it's precinfts; but this 
is always dry before th^ end of fummer ; aiicl 
refervoirs, which were it's chief fupply, muft 
have been a very precarious one. What could 
make a place fo ill fupplied with water, worth 
the trouble of fortifying fo ftrongly, does not 
appear. From the fituation of many of the 
Wclfh caftles, we arc led to believe them of 

three 



tliree kinds -r- fuch as were the rcfidence of 
chiefs ■. — the defence of pafl'es — or temporary 
places of refuge for the country in time of 
alarm. Thefe latter were commonly featcd on 
lofty mountains, and were of immenfe fize. 
We have already fcen one of them on Penman- 
mawr * } and it is probable Dinas Bran might 
have been another^ 



Before we left Llangollen, wc could have 
"wilhed our time had permitted us to vifit tha 
lake of Bala, about fifteen miles to the weft 
of it ; which is faid to be the moft beautiful 
{heet of water in Wales, It is furrounded by 
wooded hills, and fringed banks, which are 
refle£ted from a mirror of the pureft water. 
The lake of Bala is the fource of the river 
Dee ; on the banks of which, near it's exit 
from the lake, in ancient times, prince Ar- 
thur was foftered by good old Timon, whofe 
dwelling was 

- full low in valley green, 



Under the foot of Auran, moJTy hoa 

From whence the Dee, as puri^ft filver cleani 

His tumbling billowa rolls with gentle roar. 

* See page 129. 
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At prefent however, the good people of fiTala^ 
hiflead of foftering princes, fofter flocks of 
fheep ; and fpin a kind of fine yarn, of which 
, they make the fofteft, and pleafiinteft ftockeils. 
They who wear their winter-ftbckens for fhew, 
muft be content to fubmit to the more rigid 
texture of cotton or worfted; but they who 
wear them for comfort, efpecially people ill 
years, may get them of the beft kind, from 
the good folks of Bala^ 

fiefides the lake of Bala, we fhould have 
been glad to have feen fome other parts of 
Merionethfhire, moft of which is faid to afford 
fine landfcape; particularly the vale of Fef^ 
tiniog, which, is more celebrated than any 
other fcene in Wales. In this tounty alfcJ 
ftands the famous moimtam of Cader Idris. 



From Llangollen we purfued otir rout to 
Chirk-caflle, along a noble natural terrace^ 
which overlooks the winding of the Dee, and 
k's oppofite banks. 

The fituation of Ghirk-caflle, which belongs^ 
to Mr. Myddelton, does not feem the moft 
eligible. As you approach, there is a rude- 
nefs, an^ nakednefs about it, without any of 

thofc 



thofe grand parts of nature, which compenfattf 
the want of beauty. Behind the houfe hangs 
a wood; but it does not appear as we ap- 
proach. The general air of the houfe is mag- 
■nifieent, from its round towers, and elevated 
fituation j but on a nearer furvey it appears 
regular and formal "without ; and ivithin de- 
tached, incumbered, and inconvenient. The 
rooms form the fides of a large fquarc} the 
angles of which are adorned with round 
towers. It Hands in a park; which may be 
beautiful, when fome new plantations have 
attained their growth. The garden is laid out 
in tafte ; and contains fome pleafmg fcenery, 
particularly about the green-houfe *. 

A few miles from Chirk-caftle ftands Win- 
ftay, a rival manfion ; the feat of fir W. W, 
Wynne. From a diftant view, which was all 
we had of it, it feems to enjoy a much more ad- 
vantageous fituation, than Chirk-caftle; ftand- 
ing on the banks of the Dee, and overlooking 
a great profufion of woody fcenery ; with 
Chirk-caftle as a principal obje6l. 

* The reader will remember, that this was writteo above 30 
rears ago. 

N 4 Thefe 
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Thefe were the laft pkces wte vifitigd In 
Wales 5 and here we took a final leave of the 
Dee, after having had three or fo\ir vtrf 
agreeable interviews with it. Wc faw it firft, 
in all it's glory, at Chefter j where it intro- 
duces, it's waters to the fea. We found it aft^ «^ 
Wards in the fomi of a pure, paftoral ftream^ 
in the valley we had juft paft, to which it gives 
it's name. This idea however is loft at Llan* 
goUen, where it got ^nong grander objefts, 
and took a more romantic caftr — It's vague 
courfe gives it all this variety. When it leaves 
the lake of Bala, it runs almoft: due eaft dK>ut 
thirty miles, and then takes a fudden turn to 
the north -, in wh^ch dix'eftion it continues, tilt 
it arrive at Chefter. From thejiee it bends 
towards the weft in it's courfe to the fea^ ^ 
that it^ forms a bow, to which a line drawn 
from the lake of Bala to Air-point would make 
theftring. But tho when we few it in the 
middle of June, it was every where a mild^ 
and at loudeft, but a murmuring ftream, it 19 
notwithftanding, in it's furious moods, un- 
commonly turbulent. Receiving vaft and fud- 

dea 
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den fuppUes from the mountains, into a chan- 
nel naturally precipitate, it is immediately 
raifed ; and in it's impetuofity overturns every 
thing it meets. Very different is the charafter 
of the Conway. It too receives great and fud- 
den fupplies; but having a more horizontal 
channel, it pafTes quietly, and gently, through 
the country, in it's courfe to the fea. 



SECT. 



SECT. XV. 

"TXTE now entered Shropfliire by orweftfyj 
from which town to Shrewfbury the 
countiy is fo flat, and fandy, that we fcarce 
met a fmglc objcft to engage our attention. 

The many marks of antiquity about Shrewf- 
bury give it a venerable appearance. It's fitu- 
ation is fingular. The Severn having per- 
formed a devious courfe through Montgomery- 
fliire, and having now collefled abundant 
fupplies, and feme of them from rivers of 
name, enters Shropfliire with a full ftream. 
About the middle of the county it meets a 
rocky eminence, which it forms into a penin- 
fula. On the ifthmus rifes an eminence flill 
higher. The former eminence was chofen 
for the fituation of a town : the latter of- 
fered itfelf naturally for the fite of a ca^/e. 

Which took the firfl: pofl'efllon which was 

the principal, and which the appendage, tra- 
dition 
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dition leaves dubious. Both were admirably 
chofen. This was the origin of Shrewfbury j 
which received it's name from it's fituation* 
Shrewfbury is the Corruption of an old 
Saxon word, which fignifies a bujloy hill. In 
former times therefore, it i^ probable the caftle, 
and towers of Shrewfbury Would appear to 
better efFe6t rifing from a woody hill, with the 
river circling beneath, than they do now, when 
the hjU is ungamiftied : for as a town confifts 
neceffarily of many uniform parts, it appears 
to moft advantage, when fome of thofe parts are 
judicioufly fkreened. 

Caefar's defcription of a town in Gaul, ex- 
a6lly fuits Shrewfbury. " Flumen, ut circino 
circumduftum, paena totum oppidum cingit*** 
You enter Shrewfbury by one bridge, and leave 
it by another, over the lame river. The firft 
is a grand, old flru6lure, with a noble gate j 
the latter is modern. — The walls about the 
town are pleafant, and amufing* Indeed they 
could hardly be otherwife in thi^ neighbour- 
hood of fuch a river as the Severn. 

On a plain, about three miles from the town, 
was fought that celebrated battle, between 
Henry IV. and Hotfpur, which the drama 
hath made more famous, than either hiftory, 

or 
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or tradition. The moll noted ai5lion of that 
day, was Falftaff's figliting a full hour by 
Shrewlbury-clock with Percy, after he had 
been killed. The fccne of this battle is ftill 
fliewn by the name of Battle-field. 



From Shrewlbiiry to Wenlock, the country 
becomes more hilly. The Wrekin bore us 
company, on the left, through moll of the 
way. The appearance of this mountain is 
rather lingular. It is of a round, uniform 
Ihape, rifmg in a country not indeed flat ; but 
very little elevated. 

The common toaft of this country, is a 
health round the Wrekin : and the infularity of 
the mountain at once turns the hea/th into a 
wifh of univerfal benevolence, A health round 
Snoivdon would be confined. That mountain 
crannies out fo widely, and takes fo many 
longitudinal, and latitudinal excurfions, that 
it is hard to determine it's environs : and a 
perfon might be twenty miles from it's fum- 
mit, and yet his fituation in fome appendage 
of the mountain, might be fo ambiguous, as 
to leave it in doubt, whether he came properly 
within the fphere of the wifti. But a health 

round 
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rimnd the Wrekin is fubjeft to no ambiguity. 
It is to be hoped only that the good people of 
Shropihire do not mean to confine their bene- 
volent wifh to their own county. 

Tho this mountain is a detached obje6t, it 
jadds beauty to the fcene ^ at leaft in a country, 
which is barren of fcenery. It's furface was 
pleafantly tinged when we faw it, with a va- 
triey of hues, fonned by pafturage, fallows, 
wood, and cultivation, all melted together, by 
diftance, into one rich mafs. As the year 
advanced, all thefe views would change, and 
form a new affemblage of colouring, The 
pafture would become burnt, the com yellow j 
and the wood tinged with it's autumnal hue. It 
might be more beautiful under thefe qircum- 
ftances ; or it might be more difcordant. No* 
thing is more tranfient, and uncertain, than 
the vegetable tints of nature. 

It is recorded of the elder Charles, that the 
fide of a cultivated hill was an objeft, at which 
he always expreffed difgUfl. He would fay, it 
was like a beggar-woman's petticoat, patched 
with various clouts of yellow, green, and red. 
The obfervation is certainly jufl; and marks 
the royal obferver's tafle, which indeed v^ra^s 
never queflioned. But it mufl be fuppofed, 

th« 



tbe king fpoke of a hill only wlien it is feei^ 
too near the eye. At a proper diftance, when 
all this patchwork is blended together ; when 
the harfti edges of difcordant hues difappear, 
and all is harmonized into one uniform, the 
varied furface, it may ftill be beautiful. Who- 
ever has obferved the operation of cleaning a 
painter's-pallet, may have an eafy illuftration 
of this diftinftion. When the colours are 
ranged in order, reds, greens, and blues, by 
the fide of each other, nothing can be more 
inharmonious. But after the day's duty, when 
the refufe is fcraped together into the colour- 
pot, you often fee, on blending the mafs toge- 
ther, the moft harmonious tints, reds, blues, 
and yellows, not perfe6tly mixed, but broken, 
melting into each other, marbled, and con- 
trafted perhaps with fome dingy namelefs co- 
Jour, which is produced, in thofe parts where 
a perfe£l mixture of all the colours has taken 
place. The production of fuch an effect is 
like ftriking the cords of mufical inftruments : 
you have agreeable tones, but no compofition. 

Befides thefe tints on the fides of movintains, 
which arife from natural hues, we often 
other tints arifmg from different modificati 
pf the air J and other caufes, perliaps 
ki 



known, Thefe are local and uncoihmonr 
Among the mountains and lakes of Cumber- 
land and Weftmoreland, we had frequent op- 
portunities of obferving them. 

With regard to the form of the Wrekin, in 
fome positions it appears almoft the regular 
feftion of a globe: but it generally takes a 
form more varied 5 and in fome views it is a 
continuous ridge. It's greateft extent ftretches 
along the Severn; where, at it's foot, fiand 
the ruins of Bildwas-abbey. We did not fee 
them, as we were informed they were heavy^ 
and unpifturefque. But I (hould think they 
muft be very bad, if they cannot form a fcenc ; 
with fuch a river in front ; and fuch a hill for 
a back-ground. 

In the middle of the road we took notice of 
an oak of fingular beauty, and dimeniions^ 
known by the name of the Lady^ak. The 
road is widened around it, and it is left at full 
liberty to extend it's fhade, and fhelter, to all 
travellers. A circumftance of this kind on a 
road, befides it's ufe, has fo beautiful an effeft, 
that it is a pity we do not oftener find it. 

The only remarkable piece of fcenery we 
met in our way to Wenlock, was a lofty 
bank, known by the name of Wenlock-edge. 

We 
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We faw it at a djftance, running like a long, 
black-ridge, covered with wood, athwart the 
country. As we approached, the road being 
every where hid with thickets, it appeared mat- 
ter of wonder, how a paflage could be contrived 
to afcend it, for it was plainly too continuous 
to evade. When we arrived on the fpot, we 
found a winding road cut through it. This 
work has been etfedted with great labour, and 
is deep, as may be imagined; but not very 
incommodious. When we had attained the 
fummit, we had no defcent on the other fide ; 
this long ridge being the Hope only of one of 
thofe grand, natural terraces, by which one 
traifl of country fometimes defcends into 
another. 



SECT. XVI, 

\ T Wenlock we were entertained with the 
"^ ruins of an abbey. Tlie fcenery around 
it is lefs inviting, than we commonly find in 
the fituation of thofe monaftic dwellings. It 
ftands, as abbeys often do, on the banks of 
a rivulet; but thefe banks have nothing very 
interelling about them. All their furniture 
is gone. 

We found fault with Abbey-Crucis for 
being too much incumbered. The ruins of 
Wenlock-abbey offend from being too de- 
tached. They are not only unadorned with 
fcenei-y ; but they ftand naked, and ftaring in 
three parts, without any connexion, either 
of wood, or ruin, as if diftributed into three 
lots, and expofed to fale. In their prefent 
ftate therefore we confider them only as 
Jiudies : if they had been conne6ied with each 
2 other 
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Other by fragments of old walls : and conneSfed 
with the ground by a few heaps of rubbifh 5 
and a little adorned with wood, we Ihould 
have confidered them in a higher ftile, and 
looked at them as piBures. 

But it may be faid, a ruin Jhould he defolatej 
— It is true : but we make a diftin6lion. It 
fliould be defolated by art\ not by nature. 
Nature claims it as her own ; and all nature's 
produ6tions may flourifh around it. With 
trees particularly, uncut, and unmutilated, it 
may be adorned with great profiifion, without 
injuring the idea of defolation. 

It is iperely however in a piBurefque light 
that I can call the ruins of Wenlock-abbey 
unconnected. In an architeBural ww, they all 
belong to the great church of the monaftery, 
the plan of which may eafily be traced. Part 
of the fouth aifle, and -it's end-windows are 
left \ a fragment of the north aifle, and a frag- 
ment of the wefl. At Abbey-Crucis we had 
a greater mafs of external ruins, but here is 
more of the infide work \ which is often very 
beautiful; and in this ruin particularly, all 
of it being conflrufted in the pureft Gothic. 
There are a few other. remains 3 part of which 
are fuppofed to have been cloifters; but no- 

tliing 



thing of any confiderable extent, except thefe 
three fragments^ 



In the neighbourhood of Wenlock hap- 
pened, not many wecky before wc were there, 
(May 1773,) a remarkable y?;/), as it was called, 
on the banks of the Severn, between Cole- 
broke-dale, and Buildway-bridge, which great- 
ly alarmed the whole country. A piece of 
high ground, containing at leaft twenty acres, 
gave way ; and riifliing into the channel of the 
Severn, pufhed it forward ; leaving behind 
many horrid chafms, fome of them thirty feet 
wide. A houfe ftanding on the ground, was 
moved many yards from it's ftation ; and the 
inhabitants had but juil time to efcape. In- 
deed they had been fwallowed up, if they had 
not fortunately fled in a right direiStion. A 
turnpike road was removed ; and thrown up 
edge-ways -, and the Severn, taking a new 
courfe, gave room for future Utigation by this 
ftrange removal of property. Many thought 
this great convulfion was owing to an earth- 
quake, as it was accompanied with a noife; 
but it feems to have been more local, than 
earthquakes generally are. 

03 Fi 
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F'rom Wenlock to Bridgenorth the country 
is hilly and woody. The falling tower of 
Bridgnorth makes an odd appearance, as we 
approach it. We had heard much of the 
views from the caftle-hill. They confifl: of 
the windings of the Severn ; and the meadows 
along it's banks. But there is nothing re- 
markably beautifiil in the objefts ; and fome- 
thing very difagreeable • in the compojition of 
them. — At the fiege of this caftle by Henry II. 
a fingular piece of loyalty is recorded. Henry 
prefling the fiege with vigour, had advanced 
too near the walls. Hubert de St. Clare, 
one of his generals, ftood by his fide^ and 
perceiving an archer from the tower taking 
aim at the king, who was confpicuous by 
a golden crown round his helmet, had juft 
time to interpofe between him, and fate: 
he received the arrow in his breaft, and 
dropped dead at the king's feet. — To en- 
deavour to refcue a friend in battle, where the 
chance may be equal, is a flight effort, in com- 
parifon with this, where a certain blow is 
^ received, without any idea of felf-defence. — - 
The king, as may be fuppofed, was over- 
whelmed 
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med with grief; and had no way left 
lowing his gratitude, but by taking St. 
e's infant daughter under his prote6Bon 
iving her a princely education ; and 
Ining for her an honourable match. 
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SECT. XVIL 

/^N leaving Bridgenorth, we found the 
^^country wild, fandy, and heathy. A little 
above Pool-hall, we had a beautiful diftance, 
feerl obliquely, of the windings of the Severn, 
which we eafily traced, tho the river itfelf was 
frequently concealed. The fame view appeared 
afterwards in front. 

A little beyond the three-fhive ftone, we had 
another very pifturefque diftance on the right, 
over a woody bottom -, which likewife opened 
again, ftill more beautiful and extenfive, as 
we afcended the hill, before we reached the 
turnpike. Indeed the whole road is a noble 
terrace, affording views on every fide. 

The church at Kidderminfter is a good ob- 
je£t* From hence the road becomes clofe and 
woody* The views break out again towards 
Weftwood, the feat of fir Herbert Packirgton, 
where we had a good diftance. At this houfe 

Mr. 
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Mr. Addifon is fuppofed to have collefted his 
materials, and drawn his inimitable portrait of 
lir Roger de Coverly. 

Having paffed the Iweet groves of Omber- 
fley, we got again into a flat country ; where 
the only diftance we faw, was now and then 
an interrupted view of the Malvern hills, on 
on the right. 



Worcefler is one of the neatefl:, and moft 
beautiful towns in England. The whole place 
has an air of elegance. The town-houfe makes 
a good appearance, as we pafled it; but the 
profufion of it's ornaments, I fear, would not 
bear a clofe infpeflion. The great church is a 
beautiful Gothic pile, and deferves more admi- 
ration than it generally finds. The tower is 
elegantly adorned. As a whole, it fliould have 
been loftier; but it was once probably only 
the fupport of a fpire, if a fpire was ever a 
Gothic ornament. All the other proportions 
of the church are pleafing ; the pillars and or- 
naments are light and airy. - 

The good biftiop Hough's monument, by 
Rubiliac, is a maflerly work. The figure of 
the bilhopj clafping his hands, and looking 

up. 



up, ill a ftrong aft of faith, deferves any 
praife. I have no idea of more in fculpture. 
An inanimated form, however fair, is a meagre 
effort of art; compared with a figure, charac- 
terized Hke this. The Unes of an elegant 
human body are highly beautiful ; but ftill 
they atfe6l the eye only : when charafter, and 
exprelfion are added, they affefl the foul'*. 
The biihop lies in his full epifcopal habit; 
and yet, (fuch is the exquifite touch of the 
mafter,) his marble robes fit as light, and eafy 
upon him, as his lawn ufed to do. If it were 
not a kind of Sutorian remark -f-, I fliould ob- 
ferve, that his heavy fhoe is tlie only part of 
his drefs, which is exceptionable. The figure 
of Religion is a good figure ; but very inferior 
to that of the bifhop ; and is befides ill- 
balanced. 

The library is worth feeing. It is a circular 
room, about fixty feet in diameter, and was 
formerly the chni'tcr-houfe. The roof is fup- 
ported by a fing'c pillar in the middle: but we 
fomctimes fee better proportioned rooms of this 
kind adjoining to cathedrals. 



• See thia obrcrvation carried farther in the Weftern tov 
f The ftory of Apelles and the cobler is well kiiowii. 
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As we leave Worcefter we have a good re- 
trofpeft of it from the hill about a mile beyond 
it : we then enter the flat country again. 

A little fliort of Perjhore an extenfive view 
opens in front. One fcene rifes behind an- 
other j and Perftiore church appears beautiful 
among the woods. The whole is fet off by a 
very remote diftance. 

From Perftiore we entered the vale of Ever- 
Iham. The Abbofs-tower is a piece of un- 
rivalled archite6lure of it's kind. It was 
finiflied juft before the diffolution took place 5 
and having efcaped all the injuries, and vio- 
lence of the fucceeding times, it ftill exhibits 
a beautiful fpecimen of Gothic archite^Elure, in 
it's lateft period. 



SECT. 



SECT. XVIII. 

T^ H E vale of E verfham is among the moft 
extenfive vales in England. It run* 
along the banks of the Avon from Tcwkfbury 
in Glocefterfhire, to Stratford in Warwick- 
(hire. It is as rich alfo as it is extenfive. But 
it is rich in the farmer's eye, not in the 
painter's. I fcarce remember meeting a more 
unpifturefque trafl of country. As it is called 
a vale^ ^nd by that circumftance reminds us of 
the vale of Cluydd, and other vales, which 
are confined by noble limits, and fpread with a 
varied furface, the difappointment was the 
greater. The vale of Everfliam, in a pi6lurefque 
light, is little more, than an immenfe flat corn- 
field ; and we faw nothing in it but uniform 
Ilreaks of growing corn of different colours, 
and running in different direftions. When it 
becomes a diftance at Broadway-hill, and all 
regularity is removed, it prefents the beauty of 
other extenfive fcenes of cultivation. 

Having 
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Having croffed the vale of Evcrfliam, we 
rofe into a hilly country; but the hills are 
finooth, and naked. The imagination by 
planting, may form them into beautiful fcenes : 
but unadorned, they are dreary. They abound 
however with fheep-walks ; and often entertain 
the eye with beautifiil groups. 

As >ye approach Chapel-houfe, we have a 
good flat diflance. On the left, we pafs lord 
Shrewfbuiy's ; and foon after, a woody dip, on 
tne right, accompanies us almofl: to Wood- 
ilock. In fome places Blenheim-caftle, partly 
concealed in woods, appearing over the trees, 
gives grandeur to the fcene. 

As we leave Woodftock towards Oxford, the 
plain at Campsfieldj and the diftance beyond 
it, are well balanced ; and fet off each, other. 
The approach to Oxford, on this fide, is no 
way intei'efting *. 

Between Oxford and Benfington we found 
little that was pleafing. Beyond that town, 
the road is hilly, and interfperfed with copfes, 
which fometimes produce a good effe6t. 



♦ See this country more defcribed in Obfervations on the lake< 
of Cumberland, &c. 

As 



As we leave Nettle-bed, the common, the 
woods beyond it, and the diftance beyond that, 
make a pleafing afiemblage. The road from 
thence winds agreeably among woody hills, as 
it did when we left Benfington. 

The firft view of Henly, lying among fold- 
ing hills, is pii5i:urefque j and the approach to 
it, through a noble vifta, along a valley near 
two miles in length, has, from it's regularity, 
the beauty at leaft of propriety to recommend 
it. The tower of the church fronts the vifta ; 
and gives ftill farther intimation, that we are 
approaching a town. The back-ground is 
compofed of woody hills. A vifta of this 
kind at the entrance of a town, is one of thofe 
connefting circumftances, which draws the eye 
gradually from one mode of object to another ; 
and prevents abruptnefs. The two objeiSts 
united here, are a town, and a country. A 
vifta partaking both of tlie regularity of the 
one ; and of the natural fimplicity of the 
other, is a good connecting link. Where 
obje6ls indeed are fmall, an introduiflion is 
unneceflary. A houfe, tho a formal object, 
if it be not fupcrb, may ftand in the midft 
of rural ideas. But when the eye is to dw 
long on a large objeft, as on a town, or 

pala 
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palace, a conriefling tye is natural. Indeed 
nature generally introduces a change of obje6ls 
in this gradual way ; joining one country to 
another, with fome circumftances, which par- 
ticipate of both. 

About the 29th ftone, the variety of open 
ground, copfes, and diftances'on the right, are 
amufing. 

Near the 2 2d ftone, the high trees at the 
end of the ro^d, prefent a good group; but 
beauties of this kind Icarpe deferve mentioning. 
Among all the beauties of nature, nothing is 
fo tranfient as a tree, which is liable to fo 
many accidents. A fcene therefore, which 
depends merely on a few trees, is not worth 
. recording. 

From hence we ftinick over Hounflow-heath 
to Kingfton, where we entered Surrey. 

June 19th, 1773. 



THE END. 



Strahan and Prefton, 
PrintercStreeC^ Lcndoo. 
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